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This study relates to the area bounded by Hale Street, Musgrave Road, Petrie Terrace and Milton 

Road, and primarily the residential area behind the mixed commercial street frontages of Caxton 

Street and Petrie Terrace. City Plan 2014 has much of the area zoned CH1 Character Residential. 

The area was the subject of a field study undertaken by the National Trust in 1977, suggesting they 

were active in designating this town planning/development constraint. The BHG Research Library has 

digitised copies of many of the worksheets for each individual property, and photographic prints of 

some of the buildings and houses from that time. Rod Fisher and his associates subsequently, during 

the 1980s, returned and photographed the buildings again.  

Forty years later we decided it was time for an update, and this set of street albums provides a 

snapshot of how the houses, predominantly small lot timber cottages, have been adapted for current 

day living. The area was predominantly working class in the 1970s, however, as with other older city 

fringe suburbs this has changed over time. It will primarily be of interest to residents interested in 

the history of their home, and we would welcome feedback, particularly if you would like to share 

this information in future updates. 

For the albums we have used scanned copies of photographic prints when available, photocopies 

when not, and digital images for current conditions. A number of the houses photographed in the 

1980s included side and rear views which can be made available on request. There appears to have 

been some renumbering of properties over time – apologies in advance if we have erred. 

Your comments and corrections will be appreciated. 

Kaye Mobsby & Andrew Darbyshire   bhgresearchlibrary@gmail.com 
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Part 1927 Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board Detail Plan 111 

(Brisbane City Archives) 
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                        St James Street looking north west 
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No earlier image 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

             No 11 St James Street 



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – St James Street vAugust 2025 

 

 

c1982 (fronts Musgrave Road) 

 

August 2023 

No 16 St James Street 
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‘Warren Lodge’ also known as ‘Charleston Mews’ 
Brisbane City Council Heritage Place since 16 February 2018 

 
 
Notes from citation 
 
‘Warren Lodge’ is a set of six brick flats constructed on a high ridgeline above the Normanby 

Fiveways on Musgrave Road, Petrie Terrace. Built by owner, Ernest Frank Morley, the brick flats 

display elements of Functionalist architecture, popular at the time. ‘Warren Flats’ are important in 

demonstrating Brisbane’s development pattern in the early 1940s, in particular Petrie Terrace, and 

the way in which ideas about acceptable forms of housing were changing. 

In 1941 Ernest Frank Morley and his wife Edith Lily Morley purchased several parcels of land along 

Musgrave Road, Petrie Terrace. It isn’t clear if Morley, a building contractor, designed the building  

himself or if they had an architect. In May 1941 the application for the construction of the flats was 

approved by the Brisbane City Council and was recorded to cost £2,950. By 1943 the flats had been 

completed and the Morleys were recorded in the Electoral Rolls as residing there. The flats were 

ideally situated close to the city and the Normanby tram stop.  

The building is a highly intact two-storey face-brick set of flats with a tiled hipped roof fronting 

Musgrave Road and overlooking the Normanby Fiveways. It has rear access from St James Street at 

the upper level. It retains timber casement windows and the Musgrave Road elevation features a 

semi-circular bay window and square projected balcony with barley twist columns. The garden has a 

face brick retaining wall and original garden beds. 
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No earlier image (constructed 2009 – 2013?) 
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No 21 St James Street 
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No 22 St James Street 
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‘Cambusnethan’, 22 St James Street 

The house, built in the mid 1880’s, was originally a four room cottage, then extended out and over 

when my great grandparents purchased it in 1891. Prior to 1930 my great grandfather converted the 

second floor into 3 flats and sealed the stairway to the attic, which was his photographic darkroom. 

The stables which housed his horses and carriage were later converted to a media room and upstairs 

5th bedroom in the early 2000’s. 

My great grandfather was a highly regarded businessman, Master Plasterer, who did the work at 

Regent Theatre, City Hall, Masonic Hall and many more. He was a Grand Master of the Masons and 

devout Baptist. He turned his home into flats, lived in one and rented the rest to prostitutes. After his 

death in 1933, my great grandmother and grandmother continued the business until 1950. 

After the death of my great grandmother, the home was sold and purchased by Mrs Kelly who 

continued the business of ‘The Ladies of the Night’, red light in front window to announce they were 

open for business. 

Photo and description courtesy Cheryl Palmer (Apr 2017 & Dec 2023) 

 

I lived behind Petrie Mansions restaurant, on Mountjoy Street, in the early 1990s. There were 

stairs behind the restaurant that went steeply down and across a walkway to the kitchen 

door where staff would go for a smoko. There were also stairs going steeply down an empty 

lot to gain access to Petrie Terrace. Our slum of a house was owned by Sarina Russo. 

There was also an amazing three storey Dr Seussesque house near there also, on the highest 

point of the suburb. It had been turned into bedsits so every flat had a dodgy little wooden 

staircase/ladder fire escape on the outside of the house (hence the Dr Seuss look). Rumour 

was that a formally set dining table was found behind a secret door under the main stairs – 

already for a dinner that was never had. 

This was all pre Hale Street. So many beautiful houses were lost. I also lived in Sherrif Street, 

just behind the Windmill Café. 

Rachael Cooke 2018 (Facebook, Old Brisbane Album) 
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No 23 St James Street 
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Appears to be current day No 23 
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Appears to be current day No 23 

Newspaper advertisement February 2007 

(BHG Newspaper Cuttings Book)  
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Appears to be current day No 23 

Newspaper advertisement February 2007 

(BHG Newspaper Cuttings Book)  
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1&2/27 St James Street (Musgrave Road frontage) 
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Warriston 

Warriston was erected in the 1880s when timber and tin were becoming more acceptable 
materials for fashionable residences. Because of its scale, this building was readily turned 
into a boarding-house during the 1910s. Sheeted and stuccoed over, it operated as ‘Berkeley 
Flats’. Only the fretwork sides of sunhoods, double brackets beneath eaves, pointed 
acroterions at gutter corners, double chimneys and the hipped iron roofline showed 
something of its pedigree. Aided by early photographs, professional expertise, enthusiasm 
and a mint of money, the building was restored  in rich colour as well as timber detail, plus 
modern plumbing and air-conditioning.  

Compared with the hovels behind the hill, Warriston provided elite living. This was the abode 
of David Pringle Milne, a West Ward alderman (1870 to 1876) and retired manufacturer of 
the ‘Glasgow Boot and Shoe Mart’ in Queen Street, hence the name ‘Warriston’, a northern 
district of Edinburgh. However, the two blocks of land had been acquired in the name of his 
wife Christina, in 1866 and 1874. Their early address was Petrie Terrace, which was renamed 
Musgrave Road after the sudden death of the Governor in 1888. 

Since the Milnes lived on this site from the late 1860s and no mortgage was recorded, it is 
difficult to date the building exactly. Moreover Warriston is not one dwelling but two, 
separated by a brick and plaster party-wall, each semi-detached residence having three 
bedrooms up, two living rooms down joined by folded doors, and a detached kitchen at the 
back. However, the directories show that from 1887, when the building was first listed by 
name, the Milnes lived on one side in Warriston No. 2, while No. 1 was occupied successively 
by business and white collar householders. These included surveyors WM Davidson and CT 
Bedford, Albert E. Harte, a prominent stock and share broker of Queen Street, and Captain 
James C O’Brien of the Queensland Defence Force. During the later 1890s, a private boarding 
school was conducted in Warriston No. 1 by Mrs WB and Miss AM Brown. The proximity of 
Victoria Barracks accounted for the presence of further military gentlemen, named Major W 
Howard Tunbridge and Major Victor Sellheim, around the turn of the century. 

Altogether this indicates that Warriston replaced an earlier Milne family dwelling and quite 
likely its easterly neighbour, Victoria House, between 1885 and 1887. It was built as a pair of 
semi-detached residences for middle class people who could afford a greater degree of space 
and style. But it was basically a glorified timber structure which was constructed against an 
earlier, single-storied building providing verandahed kitchens and servants quarters, well out 
of sight at the rear of the brand new Warriston 1 and 2. 

Petrie Terrace Brisbane 1858-1988; ‘Its ups and downs’  
by Steve Woolcock & Rod Fisher 
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No 29 St James Street  
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No 32 St James Street 
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Late 1970s 
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No 36 St James Street 
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Late 1980s  
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(BHG Digital Records) 
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No 40 or No 36 ? 

Article in Brisbane Courier 6 July 1900 

(National Library of Australia, Trove digitised newspapers) 
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No 40 St James Street 
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No 42 St James Street (also No 14 Earl Street)  
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St James Street looking south East 
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1883 Land Auction plan of Bishop’s Hill, Petrie Terrace (SLQ) 

 

Petrie Terrace west of Fiveways would subsequently be renamed Musgrave Road and the 

north-south Gov’t Road, initially Cemetery Road, would be extended through Portion 315 and 

become Hale Street 

 

‘Bishop’s Hill’ was an appropriate name for this locale, James Quinn the RC Bishop of 

Brisbane purchased seven of the Portions fronting Petrie Terrace stretching from Regent 

Street to Hale Street. He missed out on Portion 311 which was purchased by Edward 

Wyndham Tufnell, C of E Bishop of Brisbane.  
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Part 1888 Drainage works Tender Plan D-9-98 

(Brisbane City Council Archives) 
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Part 1921 Street lighting Plan I-13-469 

(Brisbane City Archives 
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July 1900 Plan of City of Brisbane & Suburbs according to the original land grants 

(Surveyor General’s Office –State Library of Queensland) 
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1951 Part aerial photograph BCC 000539333 

(Queensland Government -QImagery) 


