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This study relates to the area bounded by Hale Street, Musgrave Road, Petrie Terrace and Milton 

Road, and primarily the residential area behind the mixed commercial street frontages of Caxton 

Street and Petrie Terrace. City Plan 2014 has much of the area zoned CH1 Character Residential. 

The area was the subject of a field study undertaken by the National Trust in 1977, suggesting they 

were active in designating this town planning/development constraint. The BHG Research Library has 

digitised copies of many of the worksheets for each individual property, and photographic prints of 

some of the buildings and houses from that time. Rod Fisher and his associates subsequently, during 

the 1980s, returned and photographed the buildings again.  

Forty years later we decided it was time for an update, and this set of street albums provides a 

snapshot of how the houses, predominantly small lot timber cottages, have been adapted for current 

day living. The area was predominantly working class in the 1970s, however, as with other older city 

fringe suburbs this has changed over time. It will primarily be of interest to residents interested in 

the history of their home, and we would welcome feedback, particularly if you would like to share 

this information in future updates. 

For the albums we have used scanned copies of photographic prints when available, photocopies 

when not, and digital images for current conditions. A number of the houses photographed in the 

1980s included side and rear views which can be made available on request. There appears to have 

been some renumbering of properties over time – apologies in advance if we have erred. 

Your comments and corrections will be appreciated. 

Kaye Mobsby & Andrew Darbyshire   bhgresearchlibrary@gmail.com 

 

mailto:bhgresearchlibrary@gmail.com
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1889 Subdivision plan of land bordered by Hale Street, Caxton Street and Chapel Street 
(Cemetery Street became Hale Street and Church Street became Chapel Street) 
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Chapel Street looking south 
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St Thomas More Catholic Church 
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Part 1927 Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board Plan No 113 
(Brisbane City Archives) 

 

 
 

1961 Aerial Photograph (QImagery) –five  of the six buildings fronting Caxton Street have 
been demolished and one of the houses on Chapel Street replaced by the church of St 

Thomas More. Reports in the Telegraph during 1951 note that ‘a residence on the corner of 
Caxton and Hale Streets’ had been converted as a temporary church, the foundation stone 

for the new church laid in May. The original Baptist Church on the corner of Chapel and 
Judge has been replaced by a new residence for the Baptist Minister  
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No 6 Chapel Street 
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Part 1895 McKellar Map showing Portion and Lot numbers 
(Queensland Government) 

 

No 6 Chapel Street is built on Sub 11 of Portion 289. For a number of years from the mid 
1870s, this allotment was owned by different members of the Warman family, who also 
owned Sub 10 and Sub 8 of Portion 290 fronting Caxton Street. William Henry Warman was 
the owner of the first Caxton Hotel which he built in 1864. Early Post Office Directories have 
William and son-in-law David Rollason living with their families on the eastern side of Chapel 
Street from 1885 up to 1913, possibly in cottages situated on Sub 10.  

 

 

Surveyor’s notebook (Brisbane City Archives) – the 1914 original survey shows a single storey 
brick structure on Lot 11 (‘No 11’ and ‘No 15’ are the then street numbers). The sketch notes 

there is a chilling room and refrigeration plant. By 1922 it had been demolished (blue ink)  
(Brisbane City Archives) 

 

The industrial nature of the building suggests that it may have had a use in connection with 
the Graziers Butchering Company which operated from Lot 7 fronting Caxton Street. They 
suffered a fire in their premises in 1881, perhaps this rudimentary structure was a stop gap. 

The building was demolished as part of the City Council’s programme of removing 
‘dilapidated and insanitary’ eyesores (Listed in the Daily Standard 7 Feb 1922) 
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No 10 Chapel Street 
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Surveyor’s notebook, original sketch 1914 – note street numbering changed in due course 
(Brisbane City Archives) 

 
A milk vendor named Henry Andrew purchased No 10 in 1915 having also purchased No 6 
two years earlier. He and his wife Lettie lived at No 10 until 1920, when Henry’s son George 
Andrew took over the ownership of the property. 

The house now standing at No 6 Chapel Street was built sometime after 1924 by either Lettie 
Andrew or her daughter Bertha Hutton who inherited Lettie’s estate in 1926. 

Several sons of Henry Andrew also became milk vendors and one is known to have lived at 
No 6 Chapel Street c1970.  
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The Telegraph 24 Sept 1947 

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers) 

 

  

Sunday Mail 28 June 1942                Queensland Country Life 20 Nov 1952 
 

 (National Library of Australia digitised newspapers)       
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Henry Andrew with four of his sons (Casven66 family tree Ancestry) 

 

c1983 (rear of No 10 Chapel Street) 

Excerpt from interview with Grace Ludgate (1992) 

The Andrew family had the corner property in Chapel Street. They were milk vendors and had 
a cool room downstairs, it was lovely and cold and they kept the big urns with the milk there. 
The house was two storied high and underneath was cemented, which was hosed down 
every day. They had a very long shed the whole length of their yard and a couple of milk 
carts were kept there.  

“Milkalaididoo” was their delivery call.  
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No 11 Chapel Street 



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Chapel Street vFebruary 2025 

 

 

Part c1885 Plan E-10-22 prepared to examine the existing road profiles of Judge and Chapel 

Streets, likely to carry out regrading/improvements. The ‘industrial’ building and location of 

the original Baptist Church were picked up in the survey   

(Brisbane City Archives) 
 

The Petrie Terrace Baptist Church was constituted in 1870 following the erection of a small 
timber building on the south west corner of Chapel Street and Judge Street. William Moore 
joined with others in forming the church and as one of the first land owners in the suburb, he 
provided some of his land on which the first chapel was built, giving the street its original 
name of Church Street. 

Known as the Baptist Chapel or Temperance Hall, this was well used by other associations, 
including the Loyal United Brothers Oddfellows Lodge, the Independent Order of Good 
Templars Grand Lodge and the Queen’s Own Lodge. There was also a night school, which 
developed into an Educational Institute, conducted by masters from the Grammar School. 

A larger church was soon needed, so one was built at the back of the old chapel, but facing 
Hale Street, and it opened in 1895.  

Petrie Terrace Brisbane 1858-1988; ‘Its ups and downs’  
by Steve Woolcock & Rod Fisher (page 52) 

 

The Westwood family lived at 15 Chapel Street in the Baptist Ministers residence. Behind the 

house was the Baptist Church, across the road from Lang Park 

Lynelle Westwood 2024  (No 11 likely renumbered when new No 15 built)  
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No earlier image (‘new’ build c1997 from aerial photographs) 
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No 15 Chapel Street 
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Chapel Street looking north 
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July 1900 Plan of City of Brisbane & Suburbs according to the original land grants 

(Surveyor General’s Office –State Library of Queensland) 
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1951 Part aerial photograph BCC 000539333 

(Queensland Government -QImagery) 


