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1880s view of the northern part of Petrie Terrace and Red Hill from
Wickham Terrace looking north west
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This study relates to the area bounded by Hale Street, Musgrave Road, Petrie Terrace and Milton
Road, and primarily the residential area behind the mixed commercial street frontages of Caxton
Street and Petrie Terrace. City Plan 2014 has much of the area zoned CH1 Character Residential.

The area was the subject of a field study undertaken by the National Trust in 1977, suggesting they
were active in designating this town planning/development constraint. The BHG Research Library has
digitised copies of many of the worksheets for each individual property, and photographic prints of
some of the buildings and houses from that time. Rod Fisher and his associates subsequently, during
the 1980s, returned and photographed the buildings again.

Forty years later we decided it was time for an update, and this set of street albums provides a
snapshot of how the houses, predominantly small lot timber cottages, have been adapted for current
day living. The area was predominantly working class in the 1970s, however, as with other older city
fringe suburbs this has changed over time. It will primarily be of interest to residents interested in

the history of their home, and we would welcome feedback, particularly if you would like to share
this information in future updates.

For the albums we have used scanned copies of photographic prints when available, photocopies
when not, and digital images for current conditions. A number of the houses photographed in the
1980s included side and rear views which can be made available on request. There appears to have
been some renumbering of properties over time — apologies in advance if we have erred.

Your comments and corrections will be appreciated.

Kaye Mobsby & Andrew Darbyshire bhgresearchlibrary@gmail.com
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Images from an 1880s panorama of Petrie Terrace
Military Barracks to Princess Street

The building long side-on to Petrie Terrace and just up from Secombe Street was at one time
The Cricketer’s Arms (see No 146). The train would have been heading to Sandgate, this
before the completion of tunnel works and its re-routing via Central Station in the early

1890s
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Images from an 1880s panorama of Petrie Terrace

Princess Street to Musgrave Road

The O’Keefe Terrace (see Nos 226-230) is prominent, the substantial two storey residence to
the right of this is Florence House (see No 256)
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The Saints performing live at Club 76 (Joe Borkowski)

No 4 Petrie Terrace (known for much of its existence as No 2) was built by journalist and later
government printer Edmund Gregory as a rental property and it housed a range of tenants
into the early 1900s. In 1976, Saints’ singer Chris Bailey moved in and was joined by band
mate and drummer Ivor Hay. The former shopfront became a new rehearsal space for The
Saints. Bailey, Hay, quitarist Ed Kuepper and bass player Kym Bradshaw practised frequently.

After a glass plate at the front of No 4 was smashed in protest against the band, Ed Kuepper
suggests writing ‘Club 76’ over the boarded up window and using the house for shows.
Beyond suburban halls, options for live performances in Brisbane for the Saints had always
been limited—but now they had their own venue. Attendances grew rapidly from a handful
of friends to a packed house.

Ultimately, Club 76 was short lived. Police and health inspectors took a dim view of the
overcrowded and unlicensed venue with insufficient fire exits and toilets, and closed it down.

The Saints in front of the Club 76 sign (Joe Borkowski)

Club 76 - Heritage and music digital trail, Qld Government website
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No 6 Petrie Terrace
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c1908 (inset 1968)

(State Library of Queensland, inset Brisbane City Archives)

Edmund Gregory also built a wooden dwelling he named ‘Gregorian Cottage’ c1862 on the
land he purchased at the Petrie Terrace/Milton Road intersection, it was later renamed
‘Tulloona’,

| RAGON House, opposite police sta-

' tion, Petrie terrace, superior double
and sinzle Rooms, every convenience, with-
‘ln penmy section.

The Telegraph 31 Mar 1916
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)

By 1916 the name of the residence at this address had changed to Paragon House and was
being advertised as rooms to rent. In 1918 the brick storehouse was built next door and it
would appear that the dwelling was either demolished or very heavily renovated from its
original state.
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No 8 Petrie Terrace
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No 8 Petrie Terrace — Jackson’s Granary also known as Howes Produce Store
Brisbane City Council Local Heritage Place Notes from Heritage citation:

Harold James Howes purchased the site on 3 November 1914. The English-born Howes had
been in business as a produce merchant since the 1870s, and by 1880s had become ‘amongst
the largest dealers in Brisbane, having worked up some of the best connections in the
colony’. In July 1914 the company purchased 20,000 bags of maize from Sydney, one of the
largest maize deals in Queensland’s history. With the grain contracted to be delivered by July
1919, the purchase of the Petrie Terrace site was likely addressing the company’s increased
storage needs. The site was conveniently close to the Roma and Turbot Street markets,
where farm produce was traded. It was also near the Roma Street railway goods yard, useful
for freight brought in from rural Queensland or interstate.

The beginning of World War | slowed development, and it was not until 1918 that Howes
engaged architect Frank Longland to design a brick building for the Petrie Terrace site.
Builder J Cunningham successfully tendered to construct Howes Bros’ brick storehouse. The
building was completed in 1918, as Howes Bros’ foresaw an increased need for storage.

In 1923 Howes Brothers was taken over by Barron Orr and Co, who briefly operated from the
building. The Petrie Terrace building was transferred to produce merchant William A Forth in
1924. Forth was ‘one of the best-known men in the trade,” as noted in a Brisbane Courier
article in 1932, and advertised his ‘commodious store’ on Petrie Terrace where he would
‘readily give advice’ on the planting of agricultural seeds. Forth ran his business from the
store until 1938, when J Jackson & Co bought the property. The new owners were also long-
established produce and seeds merchants with premises in Roma Street, near the Roma
Street markets. They housed their bulk produce and seed store in the Petrie Terrace building
from August 1939.

In the 1940s conflict between Petrie Terrace residents and the grain stores came to the fore.
The stores were prone to fire, causing danger for nearby residents. The grain and seeds also
attracted vermin like weevils which invaded nearby houses. On 24 December 1947 the
Jackson & Co building was fumigated with carbon bisulphide, a highly flammable chemical.
This caused an explosion in which the side and rear walls were blown out and collapsed on
an adjoining house, killing four people.

The building was repaired and carried on business through the 1950s and 1960s. Six 21
metre silos were added to the site in 1961 and Jacksons continued to use the site until 1983
when they sold it to Prino Rossi Pty Ltd. In 1989 Jim Baker of Vestos Pty Ltd purchased the
derelict building and it was converted into the Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA). In
1996 Baker commissioned architect Jon Voller to design eleven apartments inside the
granary. The new development was given the name “Jacksons”. In 2016 the building is the
sole surviving remnant of the large service precinct that drew its business from the Roma
Street goods yard and the now defunct Roma Street Markets.
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Sir,~I am taking advantage of
paper to draw attention 10 a
serious nuisance which has
Petrie Terrace for some months >

It appesas that at the corner
Petrle Terrace and Sherift
factory is in operation for

theough the machine the pests
out In myriads into adjacent
getting Into food, eyes, and ears,
also

‘weevils enter his eye,
pain. , They are especially bad at
Present time o to the heat
depressing atmosphere. I feel aure
you would make Inquicries of any
the people In the street and any
Jacent thereto, you will find I Mﬁ
not exaggerated the nuisance,

I understand some few months:
complaints were made to the
Councll and some Inspectors made -In=
quiries and reported, but nothing wa$
done. 3

The owners of the factory have been
interviewed and state they Intend 10
carry on until they we forced by the
authorities to shift, a2

It seems Incredible that such
| nuizsance could exist in a popula
district, but there It is, and s
lonly a source of annoyance but is
& danger to people In the vicinity, |
feel sure that if the same nu
existed “"agin" the door of any of
aldermen It would have a very r
omlenco.‘ W‘hy we should have 0
put up with it s0 long is a mystery.
Perhaps this letter will do a little good
and cause the matter to be furthee

looked into. .
Thanking you In anticipations-
Yours, &c. EW.B

(Clause 81, sub-clause 8, of the Healll
Acts, 1900 to 1922, givea muthority fom
action being taken where there s
festation of any place or premises
rats, mice, or other vermin, or by
form of insect life declared by ¢
Governor-in-Councll to be Injurious
health. Apart from this, the
Council has no direct authorit
deal with weevlils, but the comp
has been brought under the notice:
the Health Department of the Co ]
and the Chlef Inspector, Mr. R.
Fraser, In taking imgediate steps
investigate It.—Editor, “The
graph.”) 1

.

The Telegraph 16 Jan 1930

Brisbane History Group

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)
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Art museum celebrates
move to a new locat/iop
9)

A PETRIE Terrace building
which was one of Brisbane's
main grain silos will have a new
lease of life from today as the
Museum of Contemporary Art.

The museum. which has been
closed for 18 months, has moved
from its former South Brisbane
home to a buiiding which was
built about 1900. and owned and
operated by produce merchant J.
Jackson.

Museum director and founder
James Baker said the building
was derelict and overrun with
rats and ferai cats when it was
bought in 1989.

The building cost $975.000
and about $800.000 had been
spent on its refurbishing.

Mr Baker saifi4h t?u(scum.
which did not receive govern-
ment funding, would continue
the role it had fulfilled since it
was established in 1987

“1t will provide another venue
where contemporary art can be
examined in a different context
to what is provided by the state
or commercial galleries.” he
said.

The new site has more than
twice the space of the previous
building. To celebrate its open-
ing the museum has an exhibi-
tion. From the Landscape, which
features work by about 60 Aus-
tralian artists, with more than
half Queensianders.

September 1991

Brisbane History Group

MUSEUM director James Baker

at

the new Museum of
Contemporary Art in Petrie.

Granary of
old to be
converted
into rugged
apartments

By JOANNE BEVAN

IT used to make chook feed,
now the old Jacksons granary
on clty-fringe Petrie Terrace
has been sliced up Into urbane
living with warehouse-style
apartments alongside offices.

In a first for Brisbane bulld-
Ing conversions, the residences
have been offered as rustic
shells, without kitchens, bath-
rooms or interior walls.

The minimalist approach,
designed by architect Jon
Voller of Bligh Voller, is In
keeping with the building’s use
In recent years by owner Jim
Baker to house the Museum of
Contemporary Art.

Baslc services, from security
entrance to electrics and
plumbing, are all that Is provid-
ed.

Filling the vast expanse
between the raw wooden floors
and soaring cellings in apart-
ment spaces designed to be fit-
ted out with as many as four
floors has been left to pur-
chasers.

“We have made no preten-
slons about what the bullding
Is,” Mr Voller sald.

“We're enjoying Its rugged-
ness rather than trying to
conceal It.”

Mr Baker said when his com-
pany Vestos Pty Ltd bought the
long-closed bullding In 1989 it
was full of rotten timbers and
could have been demolished,
with no heritage protection In
place.

But he wanted to preserve its
character, as one of the few
brick Industrial bulldings con-
structed In Brisbane in the
1920s, with walls as thick as

cm.
“It's got a lot of character,

ARCHITECT Jon Voller at the old Jacksons granary.

Al

Picture: GEOFF McLACHLAN'

and you Just can’t build like
this anymore. It wouldn't be
economical,” said Mr Baker.
Most of the eight apartments
are multi-level spaces in for-
mer sllos 21m tall attached to

the rear of the building in a
post-war expansion.

Five have sold through word
of mouth, and the other three
are now to be marketed Includ-
Ing one fully fitted as the home

of Mr Baker and writer wife
Louise Martin-Chew.

A 125sq m floorspace with
potential for two more levels In
mezzanine style Is on offer for
$260,000 and another of 100sq m

The Courier Mail 14 Aug 1996
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with 6-metre cellings Is for sale
at §225,000.

The fitted residence of more
than 200sq m over four levels
with city and suburban views Is
$360,000.




The new kitchen and eating area, with original
granary gear overhead

It's what inside that counts . .

|
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. abright new future for the Petrie Terrace warehouse, formerly the

Musuem of Contemporary Art

A new life for a grand old granary

N the brave new world of
recycling warchouses, there's
nothing quite like the spaces
taking shape behind high brick
walls on Petrie Terrace, in the
City. S

The robust, industrial style of the
original 70 year-old Jacksons Gran-
ary is all retained in a modern,
11-unit development which was once
the home of the Museum of Contem-
porary Art, and is now the residence
of its previous director Jim Baker and
wife Louise Martin-Chew.

This is the sécond major redevel-
opment in 10 years for the old gran-
ary at number eight Petrie Terrace.

Following its rebuilding for the
Museum of Contemporary Art, suc-

fully bringing a building
into the “*old skin”, it now reverts to
Jacksons in tribute to its history.

Jim Baker’s concept and architect
Jon Voller's vision have transformed
the internal spaces into three com-
mercial and eight residential apart-
ments without losing anything of the
drama, the high ceilings and raw
finishes.

Jim Baker did lose his library. The
massive space has become one com-
plete raw apartment under a towering

« roof span, ready for the next pur-

chaser to fit out.

For Jim and Louise, there's more
than enough space left, 200 square
metres or more (the size of a large
house), in the four levels stacked

ﬁomuunﬁbmmp.lon%ller.
ng“;hIg‘ths.ilnlmmb'lc
or this remarkable vertical home,
an.

As it progresses from ground to
sky, the spaces become increasingly
private.

First from the dramatic foyer, ar-
rival is to reception and music room
and great gutsy old recycled stairs in-
serted to the next level.

“‘Materials of the old place are
recycled as much as possible,” said
Jim. .

Floor bearers of the original are the
columns that support the next floor
level, inserted to allow double study
and bathroom and balcony to be

added outside the building, with
views from Mount Coot-tha around
to the city.

_ But that's not all. Up again to the
third level is living space, and by now
you've arrived by the roof of the
front of the building.

ing and new kitchen corner are under
the massive steel beams and some of
the original granary gear.

““It works so well because it’s not
raef.mdingmbe anything else,”” Jim

Up again, and the next level is a
bedroom in the sky, with dressing
room and bathroom, a loo with a
view, and built-in laundry. The view
in one direction is over Red Hill to

r

1996 Newspaper cutting
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the north and in front to the city, de-
scribed by Jim as a ‘‘strangely bal-
anced block of shapes’’.

I think Brisbane's a beautiful

From this little-seen direction, it's
never looked better.

Jon Voller added: *“The architec-
ture that excites me the most is
recycling — giving an old building a
new lease of life and being able to
recognise and exploit its strengths.

““The granary is particularly excit-
ing because each of the new spaces
has its own unique character.”

The builder was Chatburn and Co.

GRACE GARLICK
Pictures: DAVID HELE
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No 22 Petrie Terrace
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Brisbhane Tramways Substation No 4
Brisbane City Council Local Heritage Place Notes from Heritage citation:

With the expansion of Brisbane’s tramway system during the 1920s, the three original tram
power stations proved inadequate to the task. A new system of strategic power substations,
that could generate high voltage alternating power along the tramway system, was
proposed. The Brisbane City Council approved the erection of a substation on the vacant
block of land between Sexton and Sheriff Streets on Petrie Terrace in 1927. The builder was
Mr JG Hobbs. Due to funding shortages, particularly after the outbreak of the Great
Depression in 1929, the Petrie Terrace substation was not opened until 1930. It was
designated Substation Number 4 and continued to provide power to the tramlines until
Council closed its tram service on 13 April 1969. Thereafter, Substation Number 4 operated
as a Council storeroom and later as a carpentry workshop and residence. On 19 January
1991, tenders were called for the disposal of Substation No. 4. It was subsequently converted
into a residence.

STRUCK BY LIGHTNING.

Mr. Staines opened on inquiry lnto|
a fire which occurred In the City
Council’'s No. 4 tramway sub-station
at the corner of Caxton Street and
Petrie Terrace at 3 p.m. on Novem-
ber 23, 192y,

George Edward Gee, storeman and |
traveller, of Bunya Street, Green- |
slopes, sald that at 8 p.m. on Novem- |
ber 23, he was at the side entrance
of the premises of Messrs, E. F.
| Forth alL the corner of Sexton Street
and Petrle Terrace. There was a
very heavy storm and the llghtnlng'
was bad. The tramway sub-station
was next door. He noticed a very
bright flash of lightning and then
heard three explosions in the sub-
station. Looking through the railinga
he could see that a fire had started
inside the bullding.
|  John McDonald Grant, of Woodlands
| Street, Ashgrove, chief assistant en-
gineer, tramways department, said
that when he examined the sub-station
Immediately after the fire he found
that the slate panels and some of the
instruments and the wiring were
damaged. The necessary repairs cost
£200, The value of the plant apart
from the bulilding would be about
£6,000. There was no insurance. So
far as could be discovered the fire
was caused by lightning.

The Inquiry wag adjourned.

The Telegraph 5 Mar 1929
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)
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1968 (Brisbane City Archives)

On the west side of Petrie Terrace is what remains of a traditional stretch of shops from
Sheriff Street to the top of the hill. On the Sheriff Street corner that notorious all-night take-
away known as The Windmill was once home to the NSW Photographic and Fine Art
Company. Next door housed a couple of lady fruiterers, followed by the two storied
Queensland National Bank branch.

On the Caxton Street corner the drapery became a butcher’s shop after 1900 and in recent
years an eatery, currently sporting a 1988 Meccano model of the Eiffel Tower out the back;
it’s old cast iron verandah post downpipes remain on the streetline, as do the stone-walled
cellars downstairs. Up past the old hotel, most of the shops have gone for car and
commercial accommodation.

BHG Walk/Drive Heritage Tour (1989)

In the 1940s and 1950s, when | lived in Petrie Terrace, the Windmill cafe was on the corner of
Sheriff Street, then came Mr Watson the shoe repairer, then Noonan’s chemist actually run
by Mr Noonan, then Mr and Mrs Cavanagh had a mixed business, not sure of the next
business, then Fraser’s butcher shop on the corner of Caxton Street. There were two brothers
who owned and ran the butcher shop with a young apprentice named Reggie. | sometimes
worked for the Cavanagh’s weighing out sugar into brown paper bags from the large hessian
bag that it was delivered in.

Reminiscences of Joan Kelly (2023)

Petrie Terrace Photo Study — Petrie Terrace vAugust 2025
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The eateries in the strip of shops from 36 to 44 are remembered fondly by many residents
and also those passing through the area late at night after attending a football game at
Lang Park. Very few eateries in Brisbane were open late night/early morning hours in the
1970s/80s which made these cafes popular for fast food.

There are dozens of interesting recollections and comments on social media regarding these
shops. The examples here are from posts on various Facebook groups. The following two
comments described an interesting practice that went on in these eateries, hard to believe
but it was corroborated by many.

Methylated Spirits in the same fridge as the Orchy Orange fruit drinks was five cents a bottle
dearer than the hot ones on the shelf

Allan Threlfall

When | drove a cab in Brisbane in 1979/80 the alcos bought chilled Metho for drinking at 52
bottle

Darryl Mcarthy

The Windmill was an absolute must for a Chiko Roll on the way home after a big night out
Jon Cotterell

My panel shop was under the windmill called Slimms paint and Panel

Danny Elisseos

My dad is the original Harry who started the business in the 1960s. He originally worked in
the Windmill with my mum and then took a chance and opened his own business (Harry’s).
He sold in the mid 1970s but they kept his name until recent years. When he retired he went
back and did a few hours here and there to pass his time until the new owners changed it

Tony Nic

In Brisbane | met my father’s relations. They had migrated to Australia in the early 1930s.
They helped me look for a business suitable for a beginner. | liked Brisbane and decided to
make it my home. | phoned my younger brother John and offered him a partnership. He
readily accepted and we bought The Windmill on Petrie Terrace — a great business. It was
one of the few places in Brisbane in 1957 that stayed open until dawn.

They all came to eat our speciality, T-bone steak with spaghetti, and our hamburgers with
the lot. The students came, the party-goers, the ladies in their beautiful ball gowns, the men
wearing tuxedoes looking a little worn by 3am, nurses at the end of their night shift, taxi
drivers and, lastly, the street cleaners. They came with their brooms to have breakfast, and a
small truck followed them — an image of the past.

Sam Leventis (50 Short Cuts: Ross Coco, 2008)
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No 38 Petrie Terrace
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THREE ALARMS OF FIRE,
- *-’-.‘ - -——

An alarm of fre- in the Tetric-terrace
district - was .sounded, -at the Ccotral I'ire
1 Station yeaterday, notice haviug been given
by telephons message: from the Petris-terrace
_branch statien. ~ Supérinténdent Hinton, who
was just returning from St. John's Pro-
Cathedral, where he hiad been taking part in
| the Gowarnor's faneral procession, upon hearing |
the alzrm, rode at full speed to the Ceptral Station |
' and thenee to the seene of the fire, closely fol-

sud seven men with & m-x_-oel. On reach-
ing the fire, which turned out tv be at the shop
and dwelling-house of John Thurlow, picture-
frame mnsker, at the ooraer of Petrie-terrace
-and Sheriff-street, they found Foreman Dunbar,
of Petrie-terrace, already on "the spot with &
~hand-reel and his hose playing a good stream
on the flameq, which were confined to
the shingles near the chimney. The
metropolitan brigade joiped on with the
of an honr’s hard work the flames were com-

letely extinguisiied, but not before the roof
Lilmdmmdutmpd. Mr. Thurlow was |
?’:tlookir;sct&ofunzgl on at thetim;, |

t arviv ust as re was extingnished.

Mrs. Tli_uthjw ‘and “ her four children and l
servant wers &t - home, and Mre. Thurlow.
states that the servant, in order to make the

fire light up-quickly, poured some kerosine' on |
it, _n‘xig t.bhp unﬂ’ th!:o flames to rnsh np the |
 chifmney. Immediately afterwards the shingles

were found to have caught fire, probably from
 the sparks from the chimney igniting the
shingles. Fortunstely the Iz:ater portion of
Mr. Thurlow’s stock, consisting of frames,
NICTUTES, T Tootickin: RINOTed AR RO B8

walls and some of the stock were damaged by
ilding was of brick with a

Dunbar both met 4ith acridents while work-
ing on the roof of'the building. The former
“hmd = bad cut just below-his left knee, and the

latter had a véry severe cut right to the bone

in almost the-same place. Afjer the fire Dun-
“bar went to the hospital in a cab &nd had his
wound dressed, and slthough he: was abie to
return home the dootor mays he will be unable
to perform duty for several days.

The Brisbane Courier 11 October 1888
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)
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¢c1890 (state Library of Queensland)

Likely the business owners J Thurlow and T Shephard standing in doorway

FIRE ON PETRIETERRACE.

A fire broke out shortly after 10 o’'clock
last evening in the premises at the corner
of Petrie-terrace and Sheriff-street, occu-
pied by Messrs. J. Thurlow and T. Shep-
pard, picture-frame makers, &c. The
Central and Petrie-terrace Fire Bri-
gades turned out, and were goon
on the spot, but before the flames
could be overcome the bullding and con-
tents were greatly damaged. The Too-
wong Volunteer Brigade and six Bris-
bane Volunteers were also present. The
building, which is owned by Miss

O’Flynn, 1s insured in the Phoenix Com-
pany for £500.

The Brisbane Courier 19 Mar 1896
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)
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WINDMI,LL Cafe owner John Leventis and the business he is selling after 39 years . .
hard for all those years, working seven days an
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. “My wife and | have been working
d seven nights. A man has got to stop and say ‘enough is enough’.”

Petrie Terrace landmark for sale

By CHRIS LARSEN

WHILE the rest of Brishane
changed around it, the Wind-
mill Cafe at Petrie Terrace on
the CBD fringe has remained a
familiar landmark for more
than 40 years. )

Now its long-time owner has
had enough.

John Leventis is selling the
. cafe he has owned for 39 years;
but he is happy to take his
many memories with him.

The Windmill Cafe was the
first business Mr Leventis
bought after coming to Austra-
lia from Greece in 1947, when
he was 14.

He remembers cars compet-
ing with trams for road space
outside the cafe, and when the
now-popular nightspot Casa-
blancas was a butcher shop,
and across the road a police

depot occupied the Petrie Ter-
race barrac

ks,

“The nightlife has changed
from those days,” he said.

“Petrie Terrace in the next
five years will be the place for
eating and a night out.”

A joint initiative between the
Brisbane City Council and lo-
cal traders saw the recent re-
furbishment of the Caxton
Street-Petrie Terrace corner.

Much of Mr Leventis’s trade
still comes from the nearby
Brisbane home of rugby league,
Lang Park.

Like the rest of the area, the
arena has changed and now
goes by the name Suncorp Sta-
dium.

In earlier days, the cafe could
seat up to 50 people for meals,
and was popular with those on
the way home from a visit to
“The Cauldron”.

Mr Leventis still serves cus-
tomers he first met 39 years ago
when he bought the Brisbane
institution,

“The Windmill has been here
for a long, long time,” he sald.

“Everyone knows the Wind-

mill 3

“But I don’t want to die be-
hind the bar.

“1 want a bit of life for
myself.”

Mr Leventis said it was tough
to sell his business after so
many years.

“You've got a home and you
love it so much, but the years
are catching up,” he sald. .

“My wife and I have been
working hard for all those
years, working seven days and
seven nights. ]

“A man has got to stop ané
say ‘enough is enough’.

“I would like the new owner

to keep the name, because
everybody knows the Windmill
Cafe...it'sa landmark. i

‘“It’s always been a top
business.” I

Mr Leventis went back to
Greece for nine years, and re-
cently returned to Brisbane.

He said he might go back to
his birth country in retire-
ment. .

The Windmill Cafe will be of-
fered for auction by PRD Real-
ty Toowong at Inn-on-the-Park,
Toowong, next Thursday.

It will be sold as a complete
package including two freehold
properties known as 38-42
Petrie Terrace. 1

PRD agent and auctioneer
Greg Norbury said bidding for
the property was expected to
start at between $550,000 and
$600,000.
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OPEN 7 DAYS
Ph: 3189 33
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No 40 Petrie Terrace
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Damage With

Tomahawk

Stephen Joseph Mayo, 29, barman.
who visited a city laundry with a
tomahawk on Saturday night, pleaded
guilty in the Police Court yesterday to
a charge of having wilfully damaged
property belonging to Henry Suzuki.
Mr. S. Wilson, P.M., fined Mayo £25,
including £13/10/ for damage, in de-
fault two months' imprisonment.

Detective Sergeant J. E. Donovan said
that Suzuki lived at Petrie Terrace,
where his wife conducted a laundry.
Mayo pushed the front door open on
Saturday night, and, entering, called
out. “I have come to do this piace up.”
He had a tomahawk, and smashed four
panes of glass in the door, struck a
wireless set, and drove the tomahawk
blade into the pine cover of a billiard
table. Mayo told the police that earlier
in the night he had had a quarrel
with his brother, who had assaulted
him, and that he had damaged Suzuki's
property because the brother was em-
ployed by Suzuki.

The Courier Mail 18 June 1940
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised Newspapers)

From as early as 1915 up until 1942 a Japanese laundry owned by Henry Osawa Suzuki and
his wife, was located on Petrie Terrace. Nos 40 & 42 Petrie Terrace (his residence) are listed

and their children went to the Petrie Terrace State School

(Post Office Directory/Electoral Roll)

During World War 2 many Japanese living in Australia were interned and after being under
military surveillance for some time Henry Suzuki, his wife and one of their daughters, were all
interned at the Gaythorne Internment and POW camp in late 1941/early 1942.

(National Archives of Australia)
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This branch of the bank operated from 25 November 1887 until 30 July 1894
(State Library of Queensland)
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Police Cadets Called To Blaze

CLASS of police cadets was called out last night to help salvage furni- |
ture and mottresses from a blozing building on Petrie Terrace. @

The cadets, who dashed Intoflames coming from the top| hour before getting it under

the building occupled by JOVistorey. He forced his way in control. \

fire completely gutted
:{igclltlrefgcﬁ?ﬁnsal::g egafﬁnfrtommd attempted  1o- extinguish thzhgullding. ngage 1sg esti-
the ground floor of the f1wn.|the fire mated at several thousand

storey ng When he saw it was Impos-pounds

dn\'e"n ol:}ulilgl‘ng‘.mnl:ﬁiore oA gslble to check the blaze, he{ A crowd of about 400
Lawrence Christensen. of ran across to the jce bar-| gathered in Petrie Terrace to |

West End. who was on the pre-racks, and gave the alarm.l watch firemen fight the

gmes at the time, was severely‘Policte rang Fire Brigade heag- ?hl:.u.‘ ben:lrm leapt 80 feet
urned on both hands when quarters. .

h ree machines from head- | Cause of the fire Is un-

fco\tempted to put out the  Theee WECL G epaty Chief [known, but it Is believed to
Christensen was at the rear| Officer Johnson, fought the (have been caused by an elec-

of the bullding when he saw. blaze for more than an 'trical short circuit.

Courier Mail 18 February 1948
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)

W/ doesn? someanre 1ol him about

WIRE
MATTRESSES 3\

A . J

A ——

Made to any Special Length or Width

Available throuch all rood Furniture Stores.

‘Qov MATTRESS CO., 48 Petrie Terrace. mloy

Brisbane Telegraph 4 March 1954
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)
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TO LET, a large Brick SHOP, with dwelling
of four rooms and e cellar, lately ocou.
pied by John Pearce & Co., Drapers, &c., corner
of Caxton-street, Petrie-terrace. Rent low,

Apply to E. Hookrr, KEstate nt, Town
mrl. hd 3179

The Brisbane Courier 13 Sep1877
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)

Previously a butcher’s shop, from the late 1960sNo 52 became an eatery called Tom Jones
operated by Elizabethan Restaurants Pty Ltd, who later opened Dirty Dick’s at No 2 Caxton
Street, just on the other side of Weetman Street.

Tatty behind the
TN terrace

race - Caxton Street
area was like an old

lady who has had a

facelift, gccordmg “The only way round
to Elizabethan , the problem is for a big
Restaurants general | developer to come in, buy
manager (Mr.| a whole block and put up

Michael Newbery).

“The face is okay ,but
the body is old and de-
caying.,” he said of the
area which featured in
last week’s Sunday Mail |
Color Magazine.

“Elizabethan Restau-
rants opened Tom Jones
as a carvery 13 years ago
and everyone said it would
fail,” he said.

“But we have expanded
and opened Dirty Dick’s
and other restaurants
have followed our Jead.

These, and a few exclu- |

sive, expensive boutiques
are the pretty face but
the rest of the area is
badly decayed.

Mr, Newbery said the ‘

area would
ahead unless the City
Council changed its build-
ing regulations to allow
town houses to be built
on blocks of under 16
perches.

“Trendies won’t move({
into the area because
they wouldn’t live in the
hovels that are here but
not many people can
afford to buy more than
one block to build a house
on and then pay the rates
on top of that,” he said.

Petrie Terrace Photo Study — Petrie Terrace vAugust 2025

never go |

a multi-storeyed block of
units.” That way they
would be able to pay the
rates.”

“Commercially, the
area is only suitable for
restaurant, and entertain-
ment places. We are close
to the city but not close
enough to attract large
shopping crowds.
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Interior of Tom Jones ¢1978

(Around Brisbane, Gold Coast, Sunshine Coast and Toowoomba by Sallyanne Atkinson 1978)

By 1983 the premises had become Ca Va Restaurant
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BRASSERIE ¢ BAR ¢ CAFE

I OQpen 7 days until late,
%‘;:;:V meals served until
LETRYeRnsl)  midnight and 3am
Friday & Saturdays.
Tapas « Cakes » Coffee
Cocktails » Innovative cuisine.
REGULAR LIVE ENTERTAINMENT.
52 Petrie Terrace,
Cnr Caxton Street,
Paddington
 Phome (07) 368 1899

untif 3.00cm

The Brisbane Review 1 April 1993 2012 (Foursquare City Guide)

2016
(Foursquare City Guide)

The Good Chat Comedy Club part of the Caxton Street Brewing Co.

(Only Brisbane.com.au)
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TRAM CRQSSES ROAD IN PETRIE TERRACE |

TRACKS TRAM
- SHOULD HAVE
FOLLOWED

oy -

- { - =

- : e

& gl
City-bound tram ecar which
Jumped the points and crossed
the road In Petrie Terrace
yeaterday afterncon. At right:

How the driver's cabin over-
hung the footpath.

- TRAM ON FOOTPATH

' Half-hour Traffic Delay
| at Peak Period

HEN a tram bound for Kedron left the rails in Petrie Terrace,

near the Police Depot, about 5 p.m. yesterday, it swung across

the road, Just missing a pole carrying electric cables, and mounted
the footpath.

Both  Inward and outward lines ———— — — —
were blocked and a line of cars was
held up on each side of the deralied
car, but the line to Toowong was kept
clear, and trams Intended for Pad-
dington w~ere tiuned at the poinls
leading to the North Quas workshops
and were aent back through the city
to relieve congestion

A tram held up ar the bark of the
Kedron tram pulled {1 back on 1o the

rails after half an hour, and traffie
soon became normal

The Courier Mail 29 March 1938
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)
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PRINCE ALFRED HOTEL c 1887-88 — cnr Petrie Terrace and Caxton Street

The first Prince Alfred was most likely superseded in 1887-88, when the partners in
Castlemaine Brewery bought the property. In later years it was facelifted by stripping away
the street awning, upper verandah, cast iron railing, French doors, chimneystack and corner
entrance, thereby making a mockery of that once handsome fagade.

The Prince Alfred, as named over 120 years ago, possibly began as the Terrace Hotel, built
and run by Michael Carrigg, a local carpenter in the early 1860s. It was certainly trading
under its own name by 1868, with Henry Corbett as licensee, when Brisbane wildly welcomed
the Prince himself.

Throughout its long history, the proprietors have always been absentee landlords. When the
north side of Caxton Street was subdivided in 1864, the first owner was John Dowling. As he
soon defaulted on his building society mortgage in 1867, it is possible that the hotel was
erected by Robert Brady, the next proprietor, and not Carrigg. Judging by the panorama from
Red Hill, this was a simple oblong building similar to the Cricketers Arms, but sited gable-end
towards the Terrace.

Until the advent of Mrs Catherine Jorgenson in what was probably the new hotel of 1888,
there were licensees every few years. Not until 1906 did she lose her licence after three
separate cases of trading on a Sunday. Other long-standing incumbents were Charles and
Moya D’Allura, who were turned out in 1986. It was Charlie D’Allura, who showed you the
masonry cellars and bricked over tunnel under the Terrace to where the gaol used to be, and
swore that iron rings had been removed from the cellar wall by a refrigerator mechanic.

The proximity of the Brisbane Gaol, later the Police Depot, and Victoria Barracks, fostered a
close relationship between the Prince Alfred and the police and military personnel. Many
lived in the suburb, met at the pub, or stayed there at one time or other. In a most dramatic
case in 1891, staff and lodgers, including three police, were shocked to find the slumped
body of a 22 year-old constable in his room. He had shot himself through the mouth with his
service revolver, for no apparent reason.

As might be expected, the police rarely prosecuted those connected with the hotel, even
during the 1980s. In the words of one regular: ‘He saw them in the car park dealing dope, he
was off duty but he could have them anyway, but he just came inside and left a message to
let them know he’d seen them and he’d kick their arses in if he caught them at it again’.

Petrie Terrace Brisbane 1858-1988; ‘Its ups and downs’
by Steve Woolcock & Rod Fisher
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1909 Medal presentation to ex-members of the police force,
Petrie Terrace/Caxton Street intersection in the background
(State Library of Queensland)

(State Library of Queensland)

From this c1929 photograph it can be seen that at the northern end of the hotel (Petrie
Terrace frontage) there is a separate building (under a different roof line). From 1895 to 1914
it was the home of Owen and Mary Carroll, parents of Thomas Carroll of No 17 Sheriff Street.
A chemist named Charles EH Parke leased it for five years from 1925, his sign is visible above

the shop in the lower photograph

(Electoral Roll/Titles)
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(nd) Prince Albert and Parke’s Chemist, Petrie Terrace

(State Library of Queensland, Sydney Francis Yesberg collection)
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€1983 (inset 1948 photo of previous building on this corner
National Archives of Australia)

October 2023

No 80 Petrie Terrace
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of Mr. Robert Buleock, and occy; asa uce
Mr, B The
and roery e by . i ik The
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was nscending through the There is
vacant allotment below this ho and it
appeared at the time that with the pres-

sure of water it would have been wiser to k
the ncxtu!::u;. well ul:tnnted, and trust
sto at the gap, more especiall

utjhnwhr%wofbouluhdovthno greferns
to was complete to the corner of Caxton-street.
But not so thought Mr. Beattie and his gallant
men ; mounting the hot roof with one hose they
completely saturated it, while with another they
sought to quell the flames among the ruins of
Alcock’s shop. It was a hard struggle, rendered
all the more fierce by the thoughtless industry
of some who removed the windows
from the end of the endangered house, thus
causing a draught of air through the J:o‘l;ce. It
appeared at one time as the ea had
actually conquered, and were just gathering
themselves for one fioal burst, as they had
already broken through the roof in several
places, and the interior of the building was lit
up by the burning wall ; but a well-directed
stream of water beat back the fire, and before
ten o'clock it was evident that the conflagration
would spread no farther,

The officers and men of the Fire Brigade
deserve every credit for their noble and disin-
terested labors,

As far as we could learn, the whole of the pre-
mises were more or less insured. Mr, Mengies,

g3

. the owner of the places that first took fire, was

absent at [pswich at the time, but it is believed
that the store, at all events, is insured. Kmnig's
buildings are insured in the Queenaland, we be-
lieve, to the extent of about £300, Mr. Bul.
cock’s place is insured in the Sydney, but we
were upable to ascertain for what amount.

The cause of the fire is at present unknown.

The Queenslander 5 May 1877
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)
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Part 1874 view of Petrie Terrace from the west, Menzies Street delineated, providing
a rear view of the buildings mentioned in the 1877 report above
(State Library of Queensland)

1927 plan view of the buildings at the intersection of Petrie Terrace and Menzies Street. Nos
76 to 82 appear to have been rebuilt to the same pattern as before the fire, the vacant lot,
the row houses and Hotel as described. On the western side of Menzies a new terrace Nos 84
to 90 has replaced the two earlier buildings

Part 1927 Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board Plan 113
(Brisbane City Archives)
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No 90 Petrie Terrace
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September 1953 (National Archives of Australia)

There was a grocer’s shop on the corner, then the Post Office and then a guest house
managed by Emily Pesch. She was the mother of Jack Pesch who owned the bicycle shop at
No 112 Petrie Terrace.

Kevin Gamble 1990s

I bought many stamps there and used the red phone box outside with two pennies. It was the
black box with A and B. | don’t think many people in Petrie Terrace in those days had phones.
At times there was a queue waiting to use it!

Joan Kelly 2024
Nos 90 — 94 Petrie Terrace
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0 JAMES W. AYSCOUGH, Esa.

Bir,—We the nndam mned Ratepayers of the West
Ward do horehy tespret{uily request you @

OW youre-
self to be NOMINATED o n CANDIDATE to repro-
sent us on the Municipal Council, and we our-
pelves to do onr utniost to sceure Your retiats

We are, siv, yoursyespectfully :
A. M. Hotzbag J. Williams
E. Bonnett C. Kuights
J. A=till W. Crumb
W. Edd« 1. A. Runkin
Ruln Rankin T, Haunah

. H. Bouncy (. W, Keith
l'L.AI Murphy . E. Birkbeck

. Healion J. Shephend
F. Siinonson Jume s E, Peller
Juo. A ‘.A\ugg A, Duyer
C.J.( CoGl Beny
W. Nc'\\- ll hmm
Peter Thomle
Fran-is Motfatt \\ arly
John Wilson e
F. O. Hebblewhite l “ Guire
J. F. Hinton W. 1. stunl oy
A. Trimlle .. Sumyealin
J. H. Trimble
A. Batch WLTL MetCivedy
8. Rose Janies Pite
D. 1) Thomas W. Hosford
G. H. Boys Juo, Smith
R. Unis u‘tc J hin Lyons
F. Waters JH. lmhr
Geo. Follows J. Howand
John Reilly Josoph Clesells

And Othors,
Brishane,
14th Junuary, 1557,

To Messrs. Hertzbers, Rankin, Mwmphy, Simonson,

Trimble, and Others,
Gentlemen,—T have muc! xlﬂwhuwu re in acceding to
aﬁ request, aud if elected will do wy best to further
interests of owr Ward.
Yours faithfully,
JAMES W. AYSCOUGH.
Petrie-terrace,

15th Junu.u")'. 187,

The Brisbane Courier 17 Jan 1887

PADDINGTON,

For some unkiown reason the fall of
hatl on a swell area on Peirie-terracs
was oonsiderably greater than in any
other pn-l‘.v‘) of the eity. A Jittle 1o

the east of Princess—street the hail in the
centre of the rcadway was fully 2it. deep,
and the fall was so heavy that the trams

could not \uxue‘. ‘Lhres ears wore held
up there throughout the storm, and the
passengers, who wnumbered over 100 in

all, passed an exceedingly exciting half

hour. Afterwv m‘- it was found nocessary,
before the vehicles conld pass, to shoev: l
away a great portion of the ice andg'

scrape the st mes from between the tinm-
lines. At 7 o'clock there was sill praci-
cally a foot of hail aciross the strect at
this 5mm Many w'mluws were broken,
including some ecloured ylass panels in
the Normanby Hotel, ut the corver of
Muscrave-road’ The residential portion of
Mr. Ayscough’s building also suffered,
and there was also a great quantity ot
glass smashed in the outbuildings of the
police depot.

At Paddington the chief damage waa
broken windows, which were common t,
almost all the houses throughout the dis-
trict, and tlie ruin of the gordens.

The Brisbane Courier 15 Nov 1909

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)

J W Ayscough was at No 90 Petrie Terrace in 1908 (Electoral Roll)
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a5 rmaaiion . Post s0'a Memsossrt. FRIDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 4, 1919 si’vrrw‘l&n’vt_ﬁ TBe Al Extrar

| IBP.C. RISE FOR LIGHT

Lord Mayor’ sAnnouncement
.i §Almost l)estrovedicﬂ('“'l'llCII Budget Is OLD

Presented [TT(}:c
An increase in the price of electricity ’ [/
i by 16.8 percent  was announced by the ' .
Lord Mayor (Ald. Chandler) today when {
he presented the City Council 1949-50 .

Budget. \mu trading banks provide
The Lord Mayor als complete travel service

confirmed the " - T for clients. The other
day 4 :

anncuncement durng | <Vl Q€ O i clerk of

the week that the gen- “ -

eral rate rise would be Pi ""'l"

in one of Bris-
e’s trading banks and s;

d 5 e £ on g g it
ld 1/53 \v\‘l‘L r u.r nedessary ze-
unimproved value n oy mentst 1 clerk said he

The increased  general thouzht it would be difficuit
vate to be levied on  the SYDNEY Keih Deeause of the dollar shortace
cial year 1 ‘eimaied 1o | M il11er has been |would G mis oot to Rl s
bring an additional £100,000. ()p[l'\(l(hm/ offic ,,,“y to couple of berths. The client

B
s
5
2
n

i S | sco whather he wocld be {01 Sem sk Vet § wask
i 000 additional revenue Cvailable if s '/t{nrl to go
0} to South Africa to join *
ter the Australian cricket | An adult stuc at

dues were! 4.0 |tain Governme establish
unchan in the Budget > me! brouw radio set in
ube? € lxuu and bus fares are un-  Miller said today that he o’ ass
| changed had not yet made up his '0 | the M Cup
. > mind, as he had many per- bioadcast. Permission to use

| All that remains of the O.K. Snack Bar, in Petrie Terrace, after a fire early s;“'&l’kr&: 1"9‘:: sonal factors to consider, 1t was refused.  Showir
this morning  The building was almost totally destroyed | 8 peier Joun & slook, omiion)fiCintive: lis &xen tha peopl

ki 2 & With the latest inerease “|II"I: v;x-» team wius onginally Lv n‘v mmm-.nr 1
/ City  Council electricity *¢10C! > suels. _amplitying

PETRIE TERRACE FIRE DRAMA G, Cowcl Ccecuons Ut 0 ot | e iy Al
i P [by almost 40 percent since, player was sent to the Aus- |#©00  well until  half-way
|August 1948 tralian Board of Control ''Foush the r this

l us es o er In his Budget speech. the this week by the team POt the Princy Hie

. 'u.m Mavor said manager (Mr. E. A. Dwyer). People next door
unlikely that any, This followed medical re.|!hem to turn off

e l‘
From Awnln Esc ncrene s B8 FIven effect|ports that Bill Johnston. in- descTiption as it was distract-
’ o, In rnn I)nr'um r 1
en

jured last week in a motor M5 the students
the increase smash, will not be able to play
] A 16-years-old girl pushed her mother over a 15-£0ot awn- “('" ot become effective until for about two months Up at B l\:ullvlun an oit
after the date eter read- ca esterday frov .
ing and then siid down a pole in a dramatic escape from a blaz. [\ (11, 110 %" % AU T D combat e e e
g bu 2 etrie Terrace early today. 2 ‘ 1

authorisation, which will de-| Telesrap representative :1" 5 the street. It had

The building, known | Ars. Moore valued = the lay the effect for periods of| with the ’ llowitn, of 37, care; MMl trakc
d contents  at about £3 p ree S| 1- o
th nack r from one to three month that the African spor
:sos fu lonl\(nss :KthoTI); AWty lude o refrigerator| S ‘) | (C 1\ |ing public had been clamour- S0ing to discharge petrol. Un
and furniture

(Cost of Devaluation e for weeke for Miller to oe fortunately for  them. the
age 5) nt to join the side driver of the peirol tanker

R dnslroycd Takin

from the cale 1
remen saved the ad- (Worth £70 were also de- Back auickly realised their purpose
‘nll ng building from being stroyed  They were in Mrs Y N ' n T and did not call at any garage
g destroyed Moore’s bedroom Neven of the eight D.P's He led the motorists on &
Th :

women who escaped Mrs. Moore closed the shop Whe bolted af the beginning round-atiout route back to his
NANCY MOORE, and did some ¢

cleanint or. the ©f this week from the heat depot
her  daughter, ground floor Julia  Creek lv:l\tlll‘d v
tr:

a  chemistry She then went upstairs on last nights mal meanie. On Tues-

4 | and had & bath. On return- HAMILTON  (Bermuda). November 4 A\ A lday a car drove up to
Ambulance bearers treated] ing $6 her bedroom she saw | That. was: indicated: by a Superfortress crashed in flames into the sea about (e childien's bonfire pile o
Mrs. Moore for an injured a sheet of flame leaping up 'Rallway Department report to @ mile from the coast last night St Vincents R
right arm the staims. She went (o hep |his office. the Queensiand Eleven of the 11 men aboard the plane were reported  Someone ot out
When she recovered from daughter's bedroom and Deputy Director of the Com- (o huve b Killed. o the bushes. retu
her  collapse Mrs. Moore woke her. monwealth Employment Ser- n who escaped from the plane were rescued  (q:oand diove off
| tood weeping beside her| They racect to the front of Vice (Mr. E F. Laws) said by lnul but um died from burns

ye-witnesses said they heard the screams of the

and watched her the house and climbed out on toda 5
business, home, and belong-{to the awring, from which Laws added that his| men trapped in the blazing \unrrmrln-“

ings burnt they made their escape loffice had arran; tor the The plane, which was attach the weather
cighth DP. to remain in Bris-  eonnaissance squadron at Kindley hrld had Just leit

Neighbours Fled [bane for medical attention the field on a flight.

‘ l

‘ People in the adioininz| People In Petrie Terrace PA M ls. woMAN DIES
building fled for safety in

Sheir Tt aiting zave them a bed for the
ineteen * tentoie mored Bisht FROM RAZOR SLASHING
their belogings into the street.  The  putlding which s
;:.I:-n the bullding caught rmél Tor- TOWNSVILLE: Elsie Ally, an aboriginal married woman,
Firemen concentrated on risie, of Bishop Strest, Kelvin died in the Palm Island settlement hospital early this mornin :m“""m s
saving the adjoining building Grove, was insured. Police| £rOm the effects of wounds to the head and face believed to
ok

tor several minutes. Tra'fie
as the OK. cafe was a massihave not yet ned an' have been caused by a razor. lulrd up on either side of the
of flames when they arrived.lestimate of its e

2 ky Albert. married, also|“overed her moaning and in harte. soom
d]r:r‘lflllxgo\:;: Emi:lnu"'l'h‘r |'|I.:::‘ Three machines directed bylan ous condition. and a When  the
the Fire Chief (Mr. Heal -

dis was wis (he mon [0 (] Wt a con
‘ rigade because the telephone g the Deputy Chief Offie

The public phone out-
ide Eildon Post Office was
ut of order A woman went
into Offiee and re

1 then asked (f
phone in
used  but

a zoods
ith two engines blocked
abba

|jowned by Mrs. €

| stabie
motorist and booked him
tootinz his horn when

PRIZES
IR TO BE WON

~ 1 a collapsed state. He had
was not working At ] " f "
About. 200 peopié. watched ’\lr Johnson) fought the He 5 under police

hroat

the fire | Local police authori g
*Mre. Moere and her | Roma Street police. directed ot Yok in pomsssiion of any-| Both were taken to the o Vour chance to win biz PR wicanper

daughter lost all their be- by Inspector Mackay. are thing like ste story of settlement hospital waete the e : ’

longings except the elothes continuing invest |the affair, but they have woman died. (The man im- . e VI T "’-‘l.\ (.‘.u.u..n’ ;
they were wearing and are | gt g less than a month .. lI that .l'.x;' Woman was ;.nn l'.m-l he is now bein en daily prizes with three o .r“/u\ much who is
now homeless. v S 1ed ; \1;:u It to hospital at Towns .  ones tater | thankful for little

— since Mrs. Moore leased the
building. She was broken-

! ) g | ® s your Wil that counts

The woman's husband Dot  thok. »

orking in Lthe Charters -
ol T _aeiq

owers district (Details—Page 14

hearted at her |
L(Tnl [+ 1: 14 { S

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)
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Bill Rochaix (Courtesy MG Elliot)

Tim the Toyman was in this locality from as early as 1954, the original owner of the business
being Bill Rochaix. The c1983 photos above show that Nos 94 and 96 were both part of his
premises and his import and wholesale business was also known to have included household
goods, kitchenware and baby items with some items of furniture. To store all of this he had a
warehouse in Jessie Street.

Jan Hannon and Denise May (2024)

Bill Rochaix who owned Tim the Toyman was a great friend of my father. The business was a
toy wholesaler so every Christmas in the early 60s | would get a bundle of toys from him in
my pillowslip at the end of my bed.

Mark Taylor (2024)

I lived at 98 Petrie Terrace as a child from 1960 — 1967, between Tim the Toyman and Jack
Pesch on the other side. My grandmother owned the house and sold it in 1967, it was
relocated — a lovely old house. We watched the Paddington tram depot fire from our back
verandah. | remember every Christmas Tim the Toyman would host a party with presents for
all the neighbourhood kids; on the vacant block in Ayr Street which was behind our house.

Margie Hansford (2024)
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MONDAY, APRIL 10.

PETRIE TERRACE
PETRIE I'ERRACE
PETRIE TERRACE
PETRIE TERRAOCE.

FIVE ALLOTMENTS
RONTING

¥
PETRIE TERRACE.

One of them the
c%nn:l OF PETRIE TERRACE
an

JRSSIE-STREET,
on which stands
SMITH'S BUTCHER SHOP,

in the Terrace, to which I beg to invi
sttention of his Worship the Mayor and
Corporation of the City of Brisbane, with
a view to their purchasing the said corner
and widening the street at thut particular
spot.

There are also
THREE ALLOTMENTS
FRONTING
JESSIE-STREET,
which runs through from Menzie-street to
Petrie Terrace.

To the Corporation of the City of Brisbane,
Land Speculators, Tradesmen, and Others,

RTHUR MARTIN has received instruc-
tions from the Owners to sell by auction,
at the City Auction Mart, on MONDAY, April
10, at 11 o'clock,
8 Allotments with frontages to
PETRIE TERRACE

d
JESSIE STREET,
being subdivisiors of Portion 205,
Parish of North Brisbane, situated

THE T
T POLICE BARRACKS.
The corner on which the
BUTCHER'S SHOP
stands is described as Subdivision 1 of Allot-
ment 295, containing 12 perclies more or less.
mh!to Sale Plans can be seen st the Auction

The allotments are now being pegged out and
bered. o

num!
Title under the Real Property Act.
Terms—Liberal.
Note.—~Intending purchasers are uested
to inspect these convenient and healthy situated
Allotments previous to the day of sale.

The Telegraph 31 Mar 1882

forminq.u scute and most dangerous ::J:«‘ !

Brisbane History Group

The Telegraph 7 Apr 1886

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)

<‘:/:\?0/>\ N
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RUNAWAY IN PETRIE TERRACE.

There was considerable commotion in
Petrie terrace and Musgrave road early
this morring. It was caused Dy a
runaway. 'ﬁm'e horscs attached to one
of Mr. R. Trout's Dbutcher’'s wazgons
were standine in front of DMr. Trout's
shop, in Petrie terrace, while the waggon
was peing loaded with offal for transport
to the slaughter yard. Two of the horses
were in the pole, and the other was a

leader. The off side poler, a young and
well fed ammal. took iright. apparently
at g passing tram, and made a dash,
fakin. the other two with him. The

chain which was locking the wheel was
.snaplpcd, and the horses careered wildly

up Petrie terrace and round the Nor-
manby Ilotel corner, and uwp Musgrave
road. The ascent, of the latter

thoroughfare tired t somewhat, and a
man named Orwell, who lives in Windsor
road, was able to stop the runaways
near Federal street. It was a fortunate
circumstance that the horses' heads were
turned uwp hill at the time they bholted.
Fiven as it was, they were nearly the
cause of two or three aceidents. A Red
Hill tram almost was collided with, glso
a waggonette, whilst a girl in & cart
was so scared on seein the gallopine
horses approaching tha she inconti-
nently quitted her seat in the vehicle.
Happily the runaways passed by on their
crratic course without coming into com-
tact with the cart or its recent ogocu-
pant. When the horses were stopped
none of them had suffered anv injury, nor
was the wagoon any the worse for the
adventure through which it had passed.

The Telegraph 18 Feb 1910

Brisbane History Group

—Poulsen Studios.

WALTER TROUT

The well-known wholesal i

fal buicher whove modern “shops an
usgrave

(Phone F9600), and Petrie Terrace

(Phone B9181), You are always as-

sured of best gquality beef, mutton
urt.nul.hnl.m-nd '
Walter Trouts (Adve) o>

The Courier Mail 10 Dec 1938

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)

Richard Trout had a butchering business on the corner of Petrie Terrace and Jessie Street
from 1888, and his son Walter Trout continued that business from the late 1930s (Titles)
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“THEY CAN HANG ME

IF THEY LIKE"

Poignant Story Of Shooting
At Petrie-terrace

Young Man On Serious Charge

A POIGNANT STORY of the circumstances surrounding
oudn"" P : o‘llud 1 -fd'::dzho
ears irl, at Petrie-terrace on was
the Police Court, before Mr. H. L. Archdall, CPM., to-day,
when Errol Walter Elliott (22) was charged with having at-
tempted to kill the girl
Elliott appeared well, and was apparently unmoved
when the arresting constable related the incidents which trans-
pired during the shooting. "I had to do it; she jilted me,”
he is alleged to have confessed, and “They can hang me if

they Eke.”

INBFECTOR J. FARRELL prosecu:

ted, and Mr. N. J. Moynlban (in-
strycted by Mr L. W. Chrysial) ap
peared for defendant.

Caonstuble ¥, E. Baker gave svidence
of having drawp & plan to scale of
the locslity in Petrioterrace lo which
the shooting ls allegod (o have taken
place,

Comatable C. G. Sullivan, of Petrio-
terracy Pollce Depot, siated at 850
pm. oa March 7 he was at the corner
of Blaciallatreet and Potrleterraco,
walking towarda the Potrleterrace
Post Ofice whon ke heard a roport,
simliar (o that of a revolver, and »
scream.

The report came from the direction
of Trout's butcher's sbop, and lcok-
ing around witnesa saw a girl In the
act of falling near the fire alarm. He
also maw defendant close behlnd the
&ir) with & rovolver in his hand polat-
tog in the direction of the girl's back.
He alao saw two other girls, Kathleen
Bherwood and Aunle Heenan, close to
defendant, and moving in the direction
of the girl, who bad fallen on the
footpath.

Just a8 he looked In the direction
of the girla and defendant, he heard
& second report., Defendant stooped
over the girl, He had the stock of
the revolver In the left hand, the
barrel in kis right band, and the polnt
of the barrel & few Inches from the

' “1 Had To Do It

Defendant then accompanied wilness
1o the pollce depot. On the way wit
ness asked him why he shot the girl,
and delendant answered:

*I had to do It Bhe jiited me.

| thought a Jet of that girl, and

I don't know what | will do If ahe

gets over IL*

Defondant then told witnesa bis
pame and the name of the girl. Oa
urrival at the depot wilness handed
defendant over to SBergeant Walsh.

Witnees examined the revolver and
found It contaloed six empty shells

girl's back. At that time witness was
renoing towards defepcant

Girl Screamed.

While defendant was standing in
the position stated, witness hourd four
more reports, Defendant then afood
up, turned round, and walked a couple
of paces away from the girl

He then agaln ctooped over the

@'rl and pointed the barrel of the

revolver close to tha girl's head.

Kathleon Sherwood ocaught held

of defendant on the left wrist and

screamed,

Defendant stood up and walked ob
to the roadway. §fe was still carry.
ing the revolver with the Dbarrel
polnting to the ground.

Defendant than looked at witneas
who was about two yards away. Wit
pess canght hold of defendant's right
arm wod swung it bohind defendant’s
back, and took the revolver from him

Witness sald "Come with me™
and  defendant answered, “You
can take me and do what you

e well ke with me. They can

hang me If they like. | don't

care”

A man, George Stewarl, then an
peared on the soens and weot (o the
Kirl's aselgiunce. She was sull lying

on the footpath whare ahe had fallen

: She Jilted Me"

and one Mve cariridge. The latter
bore a mark oo the rim as I It bhad
Leen siruck by the bammer of the re-
volver. The barrel of the revolvar,
which was of 23 callbre, wag 10in
long.

Witness was 77 yands sway from
tae girl when he saw her tall. He saw
dcfondant elearly between the time of
the first report and when he caught
hold of him.

Incioding Florence Heepan, four per-
tons were precent during the shoot-

Ing.
(Procecding).

Daily Standard 4 Apr 1930

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)
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Pictures by

Jack Pesch purchased these premises in 1949 (Titles)
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LAST ride . . . cycling champion Jack Pesch on
the Indooroopilly bridge named after him.

BRISBANE icon and cycling legend Jack Pesch
has died, aged 85.

Mr Pesch became an institution among
Queensland and Australia’s cycling fraternity
while he operated his cycling store on Petrie
Terrace in the inner city for more than 50 years.

A trained bicycle mechanic, he built his own
bicycles from scratch under his brand Rocket
Cycles and steadfastly refused to stock modern
bikes which he once ridiculed as “just rubbish”.

A pedestrian and cycling bridge crossing be-
tween Indooroopilly and Chelmer was named in
his honour in 1998 following his years of tireless
work in promoting cycling and a healthy lifestyle.

Son Colin said yesterday his father, who had
four children, 16 great-grandchildren and four
great great-grandchildren, had passed away on
Saturday shortly after 10pm.

“He passed away in the hospital. He had a
leaking valve in his heart,” he said.
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c1984

October 2023

No 118 Petrie Terrace
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c1984

October 2023

No 120 Petrie Terrace
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RONMAH FABRICS °£

T

c1984

October 2023

No 124 Petrie Terrace
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October 2023

No 130 Petrie Terrace
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OLDEST COTTON TREE.

Up in Petrie Terrace the other day
I saw Australia’s oldest cotton tree
in the backyard of Mr. Daniel Jones,
who himself i{s rising eighty years.
Mr. Jones is well known as a cotton
expert, and probably is the greatest
authority on the subject in Australia,
and his particular pet is this Methu-
selah among cotton trees.

But proud as he is of this tree, he
will make no doubtful claims about
his favourite. I suggested hopefully
it might be the oldest cotton in the
world, but Mr, Jones was dublous. He

thought that some of the wild cot-.

tons in their natural habitat possibly
were of greater age. Even so, I doubt
if any of them have the production
record of the inhabitant of Mr. Jones'
backyard, which has consistently
yielded eight pounds of cotton yeul{.
and even now in its dotage, as it
were, ylelds 24 1b. of excellent cotton,

The Telegraph 1 Aug 1931

COTTON PIONEER
PASSES

Death of Mr. Daniel Jones

A link with the earliest days of the
Queensland cotton indusiry was
severed last week when Mr. Daniel
Jones died at the age of 83 years,
He had been prominently associated
with agriculture, notably cotton, and
he retaimed an active interest until
the day Wbelore his death, when ha
spent several hours tending cotton,
coffee, and castor oill plants at the
rear of his residence in 138 Petrie
Terrace, He is survived by his widow
and one daughter (Mrs, 1. B. Leach),

Mr. Jones, who was a native of
Wales, migrated to Queensland as a
young boy with his parents, who
took uF farming at Redbank Plains,
After leaving the Ipswich Grammar
School, where he was one of the
earliest pupils, he was for a time
cabin boy on the "Settler,” plying be-
tween Brisbane and Ipswich. He and
the late Mr. W. II. Knowles were tha
first inspectors appointed under the
Diseases in Plants Act in 1897, Mr,
Jones resigned in 1807, but subse
quently acted for short periods as
ins or and valuator for the Agrie
cultural Bank, and as instructor in

Brisbane History Group

The Late Mr. Daniel Jones

cotton growing. In 1925 Mr. Jones
was sent to Liverpool b{ an associae
tion of Queensland cotton growers,
and largely as a result of his investi=
gations the Government altered {ts
attitude concerning the prohibition of
ratoon cotton growing. From 1927 to
1929 he was a member of the Queens-
lJand Cotton Board, and after aboug
40 years’ membership he was elected
an honorary life member of the Royal
National Association a few years ago.

The late Mr. Jones contributed
articles to The Queenslander at various
times, his last belng in advocacy of
prickly pear as feed for stock in
spells. These articles were published
recently, and aroused dlscussion in
Queensland and New South Wales.

In addition to being a foundation
member of the Brisbane Lodge of the
Theosophical Soclety WMr. Jones was
one of the five foundation members
of the Brisbane Cremation Associa«
tion, and his body was cremated ad
Mount Thompson,

The Queenslander, 19 Sept 1935

Daniel Jones lived at No 130 Petrie Terrace (Titles)
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Fire To-day.

House at Petrie Terrace.

At 12 minutes past noon to-day the Fire
Brigade rcceived a call from the Petrie
terrace station for a house at the corner of
Petrie terrace and Cricket street.  On arrival on
the a six-roomed house of wood,
the shingle roof covered with iron, was
found to be well u%ght. The house was
ocoupied by Mr. W. Webb, of Messrs.
Webb, Bell, and Co., and it appeared that
Mrs. Webb was superiutending some washing
in the kitchen, when on going into the
house she found the place on fire. An
alarm was given, and a  detach-
ment of men of A Battery, under
Major Jackson, were soon on the .
When the brigade arrived, the combined
efforts eoon subdued the flames. It was
found necessary to strip all the iron
off the roof in order to putout the flames on the
shingles underncath. roof and ceiling, the
uprights of three rooms, and the passage way
were destroyed, ns well as the greater portion
of the furmture. The contents were insured
for £100, but it is not yet known whether
the house, which is owned by Murs. Hill, was
covered with insurance.

The Telegraph 19 Oct 1894, page 2
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)

Nos 118 to 134 Petrie Terrace c1956
(Lindsay Watson, Christadelphian Archives)
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i

Opening of the new Christadelphian Hall in June 1958

No 134 Petrie Terrace was purchased by the Christadelphian Ecclesia in 1956/57 and construction of
the new hall was commenced soon after. McNaught & Cowlishaw were the architects, Marberete Co
Pty Ltd the builders

(Lindsay Watson, Christadelphian archives)
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No 146 Petrie Terrace
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To the Worshipful the Justices of the Peace
acting in and for the District of Bris-
bane, in the Colony of Queensland.

I ROBERT MILLS, now residing in
9 Petric Terrace, Brisbane, do hereby
give notice that it is my intention to apply
at the next Monthly ing Mceting, or
al Petty Sessions, to be holden for this
d on the 12th day of July next ensn-
ing, for a Publican’s License for the sale of
fermented and spirituous liquors, in the
Wthnm thereunto belong-
ing, on Petrie Terrace, containing
four bed-rooms, and five sitting-rooms,

i

t

exclusive of those aired family,
The house is -.?"ne-.z is L’o
property of Mr. O'Neil, and at present

5 b T o UMD Tt o e S

an nor "a .

of the * Cricketer's Arma.” " RS
I am married, having a wife and four

children. I have never held a license

Given under my hand this 14th day of
::;o.on th eight hundred and sixty-

" (Signed) ROBERT MILLS.

The North Australian 25 Jun 1864
(National Library of Australia Trove

digitised newspapers)

L cITY EXTE

RESERVED
FOoR TN
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Slater’s Pocket map of Brisbane 1865
(State Library of Queensland)

Members of the Smith family at No 146 Petrie Terrace c1882, previously
the Cricketers Arms Hotel
(State Library of Queensland)
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CRICKETERS ARMS 1864 — 146 Petrie Terrace

One of the earliest public houses was the Cricketers Arms, built on the corner of Cricket Street
and licensed in 1864. The name derived from the Green Hills sports ground in Countess
Street, overlooked by the Terrace. That was Brisbane’s venue for fun and games from the
1850s to mid 1870s. Not until the 1874 directory did ‘Cricket Street’ become the name for
Gray Street, the first landowners. Yet the Cricketers Arms was then renamed the ‘Railway
Hotel” in recognition of the Ipswich line at the southern end.

The first proprietor until 1879 was Daniel O’Neil, who was evidently connected with Mary
Ahearn, the well-known host at the Sportsman’s Arms downtown. Having purchased the
large allotment in 1861, she transferred one of her subdivisions fronting the Terrace to O’Neil
in 1864, the second to his wife Mary in 1872, and the third to her widowed daughter Bridget
Cahill in 1869. The rest were mostly transferred to Mary and Bridget in 1872-73. Not bad
going for an illiterate widow in a man’s world.

If the Irish connection was important in early Petrie Terrace, so was the printing brigade.
Robert Mills, a compositor of Cricket Street, who purchased Mary O’Neil’s land in 1875 and
lived there for over a decade, was the first licensee of the Cricketers Arms. Since the licence
was transferred to John Mills and then Daniel O’Neil within a year, this smacks of some kind
of collusion.

Another compositor involved in the liquor trade was William Warman, whose establishment
was named after the first English printer, hence the Caxton Hotel and Caxton Street. Edmund
Gregory, later the Government Printer, and George Hall, the Courier journalist, lived along
the Terrace, as did Thomas Woodward Hill, publisher of the Courier. Hill, who resided
opposite the hotel, was responsible for a petition against granting Mill’s licence, claiming
that a public house on the main road would harm the working class.

A photograph taken in the early 1880s shows a kind of ‘bush’ hotel — a gable-roofed, shingle-
covered oblong building, with attic windows at each end, chamferboard walls, plain
verandahs, a corner entrance, French doors, and tripartite windows, plus the obligatory
hotel oil lamp leaning drunkenly on top of its post. By this time the building had become
principally a residence for the family of John F Smith, another publisher.

The other incumbent was John Dunbar, listed as a carpenter in 1883, but thereafter as the
caretaker in charge of Fire Brigade Station No 4. By 1894 Dunbar and the Petrie Terrace Fire
Station moved further along the Terrace to Musgrave Road and the premises became
exclusively residential, for householders and lodgers. He subsequently replaced the former
hotel with a substantial home, which belonged to the Peapell family for many years.

Petrie Terrace Brishane 1858-1988; ‘Its ups and downs’
by Steve Woolcock & Rod Fisher
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STREET

Part 1927 Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board Plan 112
(Brisbane City Archives)

1961 Aerial Photograph, ‘Bolivia’ removed/demolished and construction
of the new Masonic building under way
(Qlmagery)
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1999+

SYLVIA Gregory outside the former Masonic Temple at Petrie Terrace.

Q Q0

AN impressively-built Masonic
Temple in Petrie Terrace is to be-
come office accommodation after
being sold to a Sydney investor.

The 146 Petrie Terrace prop-
erty was sold after auction for
$620,000 by Sylvia Gregory of

Petrie Terrace Photo Study — Petrie Terrace vAugust 2025

{§

Picture: Suzanna Clarke

Chesterton International. Ms
Gregory said the new owner was
planning to split the building into
three office tenancies after a
refurbishment.

The property comprises
575sqm of GFA on 536sqm of
land zoned special development.

The sale was ordered by the
Masonic Lodge Queensland
which is rationalising some of its
property holdings.

Ms Gregory has also been ap-
pointed to sell a property at 153
Lister Street, Sunnybank.
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No 154 — 162 Petrie Terrace
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July 1988

No 154 Petrie Terrace
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c1983

| lived towards the front of the house in a single bedroom flat from 1965 to 1968. The whole
property consisted of seven flats and one stand-alone dwelling at the back with a toilet
beside. Also 6 single rooms, two 1/2 shared bathrooms and 3 toilets. There was a communal
kitchen for the single room occupants.

We had two house fires during my stay.

I can still remember the bottle man and his goat-drawn cart as well as the guy carrying dry
ice for the ice chest.

Roger Reed (2023)
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No 162 Petrie Terrace
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1888 Part Plan D-9-99 showing drainage and other works west of Petrie Terrace
(Brisbane City Archives)
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No 168-172 Petrie Terrace

Petrie Terrace Photo Study — Petrie Terrace vAugust 2025



Brisbane History Group

KEEN BIDDING FOR ALLOTMENI.

There was keen bidding at 1sles,
Love, and Co.’s sale for an unimproved
block of land at the corner of Petrie-
terrace and Pratten-street, containing
an area of 27 perches. The bidding
ccmmenced at £300 and rose to £375.
This offer was considered insufficient
by the auctioneer, who passed the land

in at £400, which, however, is not the
, upset price.

The Brisbane Courier 3 Dec 1929
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)

5 - Petrie Terrace

SPLENDID BUILDING SITE at the corner of Pratten Street, having a
frontage of 66 feet, described at Subdivisions 2 and 3 of Portion 299, Parish
of North Brisbane, area 27.8 perches, more or less,

Close to Roma Street Rajlway Station, New Bridge, &c¢, Trams pass door.

The Telegraph 18 Jan 1930
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)

An unim-
proved property containing 273/10
perches, situated on the corner of
Petrie Terrace and Pratten Street, was
sold in April, 1931, for £250, and again
(old in December, 1932, for £250, but
notwithstanding repeated efforts to

have the valuation reduced it remains
at £5.0.

The Brisbane Courier 19 Jul 1933
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)
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Ald, V. Noble, Chairman of the
Ipswich Testimodial Committee,
sald that Mr, Francia for the last
40 years, had been conductor of
the Bilackstone-Ipswich Cambrian
Cholr, Thore was not a peer Ia
Australia so far as a conductor
was concerned. Responses to the
testimonial had been received,
not only from Ipswich, but from
the whole of Queensiand.

Mr, John Casey, Preaident of
the Blackstone-Ipswich Cambrian
Cholr, in presenting Mr, Francis
with the choir's gift, sald they
could not let hig birthday pass
without making some recogni
tion. The cholir was Mr. Francis's
cherished organisation.

A large party journeyed from
Ipswich for the occasion, includ-
Ing the Secretary of the cholr
(Mr. D. 8. Whyte). Other officiale
|pment included Messra, W, J.
Johnson and G. B. Reason. It
was 40 years last February that
Mr. Francls was appointed cone
ductor of the choir.

MR. LEONARD FRANCIS, Mr. Francis to-day will enter
the Mater Misericordiae Hospital,

The Brisbane Courier 11 April 1930 Queensland Times 2 April 1947

(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)

Leonard Francis lived at No 1 Shawn Flats (1941 Electoral roll)
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No 176 Petrie Terrace
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‘HALL’S HOUSE’ 176 PETRIE TERRACE, PETRIE TERRACE
Ron Hamer (January 2022)

A sale of Crown land was held at the Brisbane Police Office on 16 September, 1861. Thirty
two of the 61 lots offered were described as suburban lots in the Parish of North Brisbane
(Portions 285 to 313 and 316 to 320). They ranged in area from 2 roods 6 perches to 4 acres
and 7 perches, with most being between one and two acres. Their situation was given as ‘On
the Green Hills near Burial Ground Reserve’ in an advertisement in The Courier on 13
September, 1861. The reserve price of each lot was either £25 or £50 per acre.

Two days after the sale, The Courier reported that ‘the court was crowded with intending
purchasers. The bidding was very spirited, and, as will be seen by the result of the sale given
below, very high prices were realised for the various lots. One good result of the sale, thanks
to the Municipalities Act, passed last session, will be a very desirable accession to the present
funds of the Brisbane Corporation’,

The various parcels of land sold in 1861 were subsequently subdivided, creating a large
number of small allotments and a network of mostly narrow streets, and the availability of
affordable residential allotments attracted the attention of newly-arrived immigrants.

Joseph Baynes was a major participant in the 1861 Government land sale. He lodged
successful bids for Portions 299, 300, 301, 302 and 303, acquiring a substantial land holding
with frontage to Petrie Terrace, Regent Street and Hale Street, and referred to locally as
Baynes’s Paddock.
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Portion 299 had an area of 1 acre 2 roods 24 perches, and was bought by Baynes for
£258/11/9. The parcel of land had a street frontage of approximately 40 metres to Petrie
Terrace, and extended for approximately 175 metres to the west of the street.

Baynes is believed to have sold Portion 299 to George Love Pratten as a single parcel of land.
Pratten, a licensed surveyor, prepared a plan of subdivision in 1865, creating Pratten Street
on the southern side of the estate and 17 residential allotments (Lots 1 to 17 on RP 10680).
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Three allotments faced Petrie Terrace, and the other 14 were on the northern side of Pratten
Street.

On 18 July, 1867, Pratten sold Lot 1, comprising 14.2 perches (approximately 359 square
metres), to George Hall. With frontage to Petrie Terrace, the allotment had views towards
the town, and the additional advantage of access to the rear of the property from Pratten
Street via a Right of Way.

In March, 1866, George Hall had bought two adjoining allotments near the summit of Red
Hill. George and Mary Ann Hall and their children are thought to have been living in
Stoneleigh Cottage in Clarendon Parade (later renamed Stoneleigh Street) by the time of the
Petrie Terrace purchase.

It was also around this time that George left his position with the Guardian, a morning daily
newspaper, and became a columnist with The Brisbane Courier. In 1874, he was appointed
editor of The Telegraph, and remained in that position until his retirement in 1886. He
became a well-known public figure through his Odd Notes column written under the nom de
plume of Bohemian .

Shortly after taking up the Telegraph appointment, George and his wife moved from
Stoneleigh Cottage to Ferny Dell, a 12% acre property (Portion 666, Parish of Enoggera) with
extensive frontage to Three Mile Scrub Road (now Ashgrove Avenue). George had bought
this property in May, 1873, and added the adjoining Portion 666a to the land holding in
September, 1875.

During this period of changes in George’s social status and residential arrangements
(according to unconfirmed family lore, the Hall family’s seaside cottage at Sandgate had
been acquired by 1870), it is uncertain how the Petrie Terrace property fitted into the scene.
No record has been located of the property being occupied by the Hall family or their
tenants. It is thought that George had conceived the idea of owning a town house, and that
the idea was developed as his affluence increased, as the travel between the town and Red
Hill became more tiresome, and as the dream of living on a country estate was realised.
Ferny Dell remained the main residence of the Halls until George’s retirement in 1886, when
they made a trip to England before moving to their Sandgate property. The Petrie Terrace
town house is believed to have been used when George’s editorial responsibilities or business
activities kept him in town until late, or when a convivial evening had been spent at a
meeting of the Johnsonian Club.

George Hall mortgaged the Petrie Terrace property to the Brisbane Mutual Building and
Investment Society (of which he was the Chairman) for £300 in August, 1874. While this
suggests that he may have had a house built on the property in late 1874, it is more probable
that the loan was used to extend and upgrade an existing modest cottage after resolution of
the Green Hills Reserve controversy. In 1872, the municipal authorities proposed that the
parcel of unused Crown land located between Petrie Terrace and Countess Street be made
available for purchase and subdivision into residential allotments. The proposal had the
support of many residents of the streets to the west of Petrie Terrace, who hoped that the
funds raised by a sale would be used to effect improvements in their locality. George Hall and
James Hardgrave, who owned houses on Lots 2 and 3 adjacent to Hall’s allotment, lead a
long and vigorous campaign to have the land used for a recreation reserve. They were
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supported by the residents of Petrie Terrace, concerned that their properties would lose their
extensive views and exposure to easterly breezes. The land was gazetted as a Recreation
Reserve in 1875, and Hardgrave and Hall were among the citizens appointed as Trustees to
control the Reserve. The parkland was known as Green Hills Reserve and as Countess Street
Reserve, and is now named Hardgrave Park.

The original home at 176 Petrie Terrace appears to have been of conventional cottage
design, with a four-room core, a verandah at the front, and probably a small
kitchen/verandah at the rear. A two-storeyed extension incorporating a kitchen was added to
one rear corner, followed by another two-storeyed extension to the other rear corner. The
design and detailing suggest that each extension was built during Hall’s period of ownership.

No record has been located regarding the builder, but it is interesting to speculate that
George Hall’s son-in-law may have been involved. Sabina Hall married George Dennis at her
parents’ residence, Stoneleigh Cottage, on New Year’s Day, 1870. George Dennis and his
father were building contractors (John Dennis and Son). In the early 1870s, they completed
school, courthouse, hospital, hotel, shop and commercial projects, but were also experienced
in residential construction, including their own two-storeyed timber homes nearby at what
became 210 and 212 Hale Street.

In the book ‘Petrie-Terrace, Brisbane, 1858-1988’ (1988), the house at 176 Petrie Terrace is
illustrated in a sketch by Steve Woolcock, and described in the text by Rod Fisher. The sketch
and information on the house are also included in Fisher’s later book ‘Queenslanders: Their
Historic Timbered Homes’ (2016). Fisher referred to the property as ‘Hall’s House’, and, as no
record has been located of the Halls having given the house a name, this account has also
used the ‘Hall’s House’ title.

The property was sold by George Hall to Marian Frances Fountain, the wife of Stephenson
Fountain, in August, 1882. Details of subsequent ownership have not been researched, apart
from some descendants of George and Mary Ann Hall having taken the opportunity to
inspect the property in the late 1990s, when it was functioning as the Petrie Terrace Lodge
boarding house.
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‘HALL’S HOUSE’ early 1870s — 176 Petrie Terrace

In 1867 George ‘Bohemian’ Hall, the noted Courier columnist, bought a 14 perch block from
George Love Pratten, a government surveyor, and built his cottage by the 1870s. The back
view reveals an exceptional range of gables largely because a two-storied structure was
shifted in against the rear. On the left is a traditional kitchen house attached to the back
verandah, complete with fireplace and steps aloft. The front originally had a pleasing
verandah roof of concave iron stepped down from the main shingled roof, and a full length
window on either side of the door. There were only four good-sized rooms, but one had a
parlour fireplace and there was possibly an attic then.

Hall’s neighbour, who owned two houses on the Pratten Street side was John Hardgrave JB, a
boot and soap manufacturer and property developer, mayor of Brisbane in 1864 and a West
Ward alderman 1868-69. In 1872 Hall and Hardgrave learnt that the Brisbane Municipal
Council wanted the two acre triangle of Crown land opposite their homes for building sites.
They joined with Thomas Woodward Hill, a printer living on the Cricket Street corner, in
protesting to the Government that any blocking of the eastern breeze in summer would
adversely affect the health of this heavily populated area.

Their petition however, upset nearby residents who believed that sale money might improve
the streets and settle Petrie Terrace towards the town. They were mostly lesser folk of the
backstreets — builders, draymen, tradesmen and shopkeepers — who had their own interests
to protect at a sluggish time economically. Their counter-petition had no less than 188
signatures, their public meeting place was the Cricketers’ Arms, and one of their leaders was
Robert Mills, who had clashed with Hill over the hotel licence in 1864.

The government argued that the steep site between the Terrace and Countess Street was
more suited to recreation than building. As a result ten elite Terrace residents, including
Hardgrave, Hall and Hill, requested in 1873 that trustees be appointed to fence and plant the
area. Thus the recreation reserves in Countess Street and Wickham Terrace were gazetted in
1875, two of the trustees being Hardgrave and Hall. They pursued a vigorous policy until
1887, when control was granted to the Council. Much of the planting of palms and figs dates
from the 1880s and 1890s, though two blue gums remain of the once ‘Green Hills’. The rare
stone retaining wall and solid wrought iron railing at the Normanby end have recently been
restored. Unfortunately the end-post with a lion’s head drinking fountain dated 1896, sits
forlornly at the opposite end of the reserve, minus its gas lamp.

By the 1880s most of the elite petitioners had moved away. Hall’s house was occupied by a
contractor, then an accountant and finally a series of married ladies and lodgers. Hill stayed
until the 1890s, but Hardgrave went to West End. In 1900 he returned to Petrie Terrace
overlooking his beloved park, and died there six years later, followed by his widow Margaret,
in 1924.

Petrie Terrace Brisbane 1858-1988; ‘Its ups and downs’
by Steve Woolcock & Rod Fisher
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Dining room of ‘Glen Eden’ 182 Petrie Terrace 1913
(State Library of Queensland)

From as early as 1908 until 1929 this was the home of the McKellar family (Electoral Rolls).
Alexander Robertson McKellar was a draftsman in the lithographic branch of the survey
section in the Queensland Government

¢ KELLAR'S

Bt OFFICIAL MAP OF
UB. |

) ;
 BRISBANE
0 N ’

PRINTED & PUBLISHED AT THE SURVEYOR GENERALS OFFICE

Ear BRISBANE 3)
1893
: Se ol Sl € Ghains o o - N

Traoe oo vione
REFERENCE

Parish & Local Authorty Bound!em . em
Local Authordy Boundaries — — —.

Radlways —

This series of maps were drawn privately by the government cartographer, Alexander
Robertson McKellar, and later published by the Surveyor-General's Office, Brisbane, in 1895.
These 6 chains to an inch scale maps of Brisbane and suburbs include details on parish and
local authority boundaries, and railways and tramways etc

(Available online at the Queensland Government Open Data Portal)
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By ANDREA DAWSON

THE European flavour in
housing has hit Brisbane
with the latest release of
units in Petrie Terrace.

Fourteen bed-sitters devel-
oped by Rabaqui Pty Ltd are
being marketed by Padding-
ton/Spring Hill Raine & Horne
agent Peter Welch.

He said the units were in the
«iyle of housing well known in
sarts of Europe.

“They’'ve had bed-sitters in
Europe for years and the idea
is starting to gain popularity in
Australia now,” he said.

The strata-titled apartments
in the historic Petrie Terrace
area were designed by Colin
Trapp Architects.

Mr Welch said the prestige
development with city and
mountain views had been de-
signed specifically to work in
with the local architecture.

“They have really tried to
help lift the suburb a lot and
have consulted with local resi-
dents during the whole pro-
cess,” he said.

“They really had only two ob-
jections to the development.”

Zuropean

o L

THIS block of units on Petrie Tce with 14

Mr Welch said the develop-
ment, 1.5km from the GPO,
had attracted students and
professional people who liked
to stay in the city two or three
nights a week.

He said: “Each apartment
has its own balcony or court-
yard, ensuite and is fully self-
contained.

“Because of the price, we are
finding there is a lot of interest
in the property from lower in-
come earners and first time
investors.

“There are a lot of people
who will find they are able to
enter the investment market
because of prices like these.”

Brisbane City Council Devel-
opment and Planning chair-
man Tim Quinn said the coun-
cil understood residents’ con-
cerns about small lot
subdivisions.

“It is not about urban renew-
al. The council for some time
has had a policy of permitting
smaller subdivisions under the
special provisions of the

bed-sitters follows European design.

b SR s

Spring Hill/Petrie Terrace De-
velopment Control Plan,” he
said.

This was because the two re-
gions had been historically
characterised by quite small
subdivisions, but small lot sub-
divisions must conform with
design codes.

‘“The residential develop-
ments must fit in with the gen-
eral design required of the area
and pay regard to the reason-
able amenity of neighbours,”
he said.

Resident fears ghetto for rich

BRISBANE city would be-
come a ghetto for the rich and
privileged if urban renewal
were not curbed in inappropri-
ate suburbs, a Petrie Tce resi-
dent has claimed.

The resident said urban re-
newal was forcing large-scale
subdivisions in existing high
density areas, pushing land
prices through the roof and
forcing locals out.

The resident, who asked not
to be named, said small parcels
of land in Petrie Terrace were
being developed to the detri-
ment of the suburb’s character
and residents.

“I am infuriated about the
urban renewal programme,”
she said.

“We have seen subdivisions

go up in inappropriate places
and even now there is a fellow
with 12 perches who is going to
subdivide.

“The people whose proper-
ties adjoin (the development)
have between us almost a cen-
tury of living in this area. Now
... he has put a submission to
council, which has been ap-
proved, to put in a two-storey
house with a garage.

“You could literally, the way
things are going, spit from my
dining room into theirs with
very little effort. That is just
appalling.”

She said the community al-
ready felt it was living in urban
density without further subdi-
visions going ahead.

“Those of us who have made

the commitment to buy houses
and live here don’t want it all
concreted over and we don't
want everybody putting up
three-storey houses in our
backyards,” she said.

“There is no vehicular ac-
cess to this building at all.”

She said another block of 14
units nearby had only six car
parks.

The resident said the council
approving further subdivi-
sions was evidence of bureauc-
racy running amok.

“I will need a street light
myself if I want to sit in my gar-
den during the day and read,
the way things are going,” she
said.

“The character and appeal of
this area is slowly but surely

being eroded as council ap-
proves more and more units
and townhouse blocks that are
completely inappropriate.”

She said people were being
forced out of areas they had
lived in for years.

“People can’t afford the rates
so they have no choice but to
move out. If they maintain this
process inner city living will
become a ghetto for the rich
and privileged,” she said.

Ald Tim Quinn said council
was encouraging residential
developments close to the CBD
to decrease parking facilities.

“This applies in particular to
areas where land holdings are
small and streets are narrow,”
he said.

The Courier Mail 8 Sept 1993
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1883 Land Auction plan of Bishop’s Hill, Petrie Terrace (SLQ)

Petrie Terrace west of Fiveways would subsequently be renamed Musgrave Road and the
north-south Gov’t Road, initially Cemetery Road, would be extended through Portion 315 and
become Hale Street

‘Bishop’s Hill’ was an appropriate name for this locale, James Quinn the RC Bishop of
Brisbane purchased seven of the Portions fronting Petrie Terrace stretching from Regent
Street to Hale Street. He missed out on Portion 311 which was purchased by Edward
Wyndham Tufnell, C of E Bishop of Brisbane
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PRINCESS ROW 1863 — 190 - 202 Petrie Terrace

Where Princess Street joins Petrie Terrace, there remains a row of earliest terrace houses. To
the casual passer-by, these might be well disguised — one covered by a shop facade, the
other three by recent foliage, and all by fibro sheeting and assorted stovehouses at the rear.
Nevertheless multiple chimneystacks and dormer windows along the roofline, as well as
sandstone footings and ‘rats nest’ brickwork give the game away.

These terrace houses were originally called Costin’s Cottages after their first owner, William
John Costin, the early Queen Street chemist. In 1863 Costin acquired two of the large
allotments on Petrie Terrace — over three acres altogether — and promptly carved this land
into 53 blocks, mostly seven and a quarter perches a piece. Four terrace houses, each of four
rooms, two small attics, and two main fireplaces were squeezed onto three blocks totalling
31 perches. Two had detached wooden kitchens, while the others had kitchens on the
downward sloping ground underneath.

William Costin, who was quite a property speculator by this time, took out two large
mortgages on his property in 1864 (£1600) and 1866 (£1000). But after Queensland’s
economic bubble suddenly burst in 1866, his creditors pounced, and he was declared
insolvent. The person who gained possession of his cottages by 1870 was Henry Jordan MP,
Queensland'’s first immigration agent in London and subsequently Registrar-General — who
also happened to be Costin’s mortgagee. The terrace was thereafter known as Princess Row.

Because of the deficiencies of early directories, the first occupants are not known.
Nevertheless several old boys recorded that schoolmaster Donald Cameron and his wife used
the terrace as a boarding house for about a dozen students when Brisbane Grammar was
founded down the hill in Roma Street in 1869. During the following decades Princess Row
was inhabited by some persons of social standing, including Henry Jordan himself in the late
1870s and William Fryar, the Inspector of Mines and ex MP, during the mid 1880s.

By and large the male householders were really a mixed lot — solicitor, bricklayer, draper,
carter, accountant, sawyer, butcher, waiter — and none stayed for long. Female householders
were generally listed in directories simply as ‘Mrs, sometimes with the addition of
‘dressmaker’, but more often ‘boarding-house keeper’. They included Mrs Leitch, whose
lodgers in the mid 1880s were a carpenter and three railway porters, since Roma Street was
the city’s railway terminus from 1875. By then the economy was starting to stir again.

In more recent times the concave verandah roofs have been replaced with straight
corrugated iron, the picket fences removed, the verandahs boxed in front and back, and a
two-storied shop tacked onto one corner house. Most of these changes evidently occurred
during the incumbency of the Arthur King Koi family. For half a century from 1929 the locals
resorted thankfully to what they called ‘The Chinaman’s Shop’.

Petrie Terrace Brishane 1858-1988; ‘Its ups and downs’
by Steve Woolcock & Rod Fisher
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To LET, No. 2 COTTAGE, Petrie Terrace,
lnnd containing 6 rooms, with detached kitcher

servant’s room, pleasantly situasted just
behind the llmtuy&nwh,szlm s
Cricket Ground Reserve for recreation.
to W. J. Costin, No. 1 cottage, or

The Brisbane Courier 31 Jul 1866
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers

Mary Gilmore Gallery
& Rare Books / Fag Pondortity)

202 Petrie Terrace
Brisbane 4000.
(NEXT DOOR TO ARTS THEATRE)

Phone: 369 9523 — Hours Wed. — Sat. 12 noon — 8 p.m.

We Buy & Sell Rare Australian Books
We Sell Original Australian Art

To Be Opened
5.30 p.m. — 7.30 p.m.
FRIDAY 5th FEBRUARY, 1982

By EI AINE DARLING M.H.R.

1st Exhibition
Paintings By

ROBERT CLAYTON

THIS WILL BE ROBERT CLAYTON'S 3RD BRISBANE EXHIBITION

Most Artists found themselves, at the most creative moments in their lives, involved in challenging the
values of Australian society. But they had to come to terms with it or else spend their lives abroad until old
age or death. This was no easy matter, for Australian society rarely takes its artists seriously until they

begin to exhibit the conventional ambitions

This is partly to do with the fact that the uneducated Australian is indifferent to Art and the educated
Australian upon whom the role of patronage normally falls is as often as not a second rate European with
such a strong feeling of inferiority that he is embarassed by the accents of his own countrymen. That is
why good Australian Art is often tough minded and sardonic, not because of the desert but because of the

people.

BERNARD SMITH
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City Police Court.
14 d J U lv‘m;
sreamy. , and James Unwin, 1¢, an
. P an, 15, were charged with stealing.
Oonstable Ourtin deposred that at 3 a.m.
yesterday morning he saw the three defend-
ants emerging from Mr. Jenkins's
Petrie terrace. Uowin had a parcel in
his hand. They first il::adod to Wel-
lington street, and 1 St. James’s
m.bl Defendants, when (:h.ydro saw the
constable, rsn Awa an &
paper bag ou the .troet.’. The lnmuda
and the constable followed Unwin
bome. Unwin told him that he and his com-
jions had gone into Jenkina's place to
';h‘::e" bmpdang‘d that the bag
w t contained buns.
The ot::t’ d::l:: lads afterwards con.
firmed this statement, saying also that
“314"'5 Tt b 11 of i fls.
w y for the t ime.
residin

Jenkins, wife of F. W. Jenkins,

i at Petrie terrace, that she

had ordered nine buns, to be on the win-

:c::mlﬂl of her f:cnt veranda, but on look-

g oo 25 .n::ggoo { the

next was gran at the 0 a
subinspector.

The Telegraph 29 Mar 1902
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)

The Jenkins lived at No 206 Petrie Terrace (Electoral Roll)
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Cor Boogart Cottage — 206 Petrie Terrace

In the late 1960s, No 206 Petrie Terrace was purchased by the Brisbane Arts Theatre and
renamed the Cor Boogart Cottage (named after one of the theatre’s workshop managers of
27 years). The Cottage housed a workshop underneath it that was used for building sets and
storing props.

Shortly after, in 1971, 222 Petrie Terrace was also purchased. At first, the venue was used as
a rehearsal space and a storage space for the theatre’s extensive costume collection but in
May of 2011, 222 Petrie Terrace was sold, and 206 Petrie Terrace became the official home
of the Costume Cottage.

History, Brisbane Arts Theatre website
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No 210 — 214 Petrie Terrace
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History, Brisbane Arts Theatre website

In 1936, Brisbane Amateur Theatres was founded by Jean Trundle and Vic Hardgraves. The
company officially became known as Brisbane Arts Theatre in 1947; and 14 years later, the
iconic building that resides at 210 Petrie Terrace became the company’s long-term home.
This made Brisbane Arts Theatre the first theatre company in Brisbane to operate within its
own theatre premises. Before becoming Brisbane Arts Theatre’s new home, the property was
formerly known as Dan’s — a second hand shop. It was purchased for £6000 in June of 1956,
and redeveloped. The first production to ever be staged in the new venue was ‘The
Multicoloured Umbrella’ by Armidale playwright Barbara Mary Vernon. The first season to
appear on the iconic stage included nine plays of up to 20 performances each.

At around 3am on May 31° 1964, our beloved home was badly damaged by fire — but that
didn’t stop us, and before long, we were up and running again on the 15% of June 1965.
During the rebuild of the theatre, seasons persisted off-site.
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ESDAY, MARCH 5, 1985

TWO fourth-year architecture
students at the Queensland Insti-
tute of Technology are responsi-
ble for giving Brisbane’s Arts
Theatre a facelift.

The students designed a series
of theatrical masks mounted on
the outside walls, and the refurb-
ishing of the courtyard.

Frances Petrie and Desley
Campbell-Stewart, both 20, were
at the theatre yesterday when the
Governor, and patron of the
theatre, Sir James Ramsay,
unveiled a commemorative
plaque.

The ceremony marked the ful-
filment of the theatre’s project to

WORKMAN Gary Hay un

‘Facelift’ for the Arts Theatre

[ BycraGHUME |

improve the surrounds before its
50th anniversary in 1986.

The theatre asked the QIT ar-
chitecture department in 1983
for a student design competition.

The students had to work with-
in the existing structure.

Desley and Frances’s designs
were awarded equal first.

Desley’s design featured a pro-
nounced main entrance, court-
yard refurbishing, and color
scheme. e

She helred supervise ythe
[r?ect. built by A.A. Locke Pty
td.

veils the ceramic masks which deco;ate the outside of Brisbane’s Arts

Frances was responsible for
the concept of a series of masks,
and for researching the most du-
rable material for them.

The masks feature elements of
theatre such as the fool, the jest-
er, clowns and Japanese kabuki
(theatre form).

Queensland potter Kevin
Grealy was commissioned and
created the masks in ceramics.

The Arts Theatre president,
Mr Kevin Radbourne, presented
Sir James with a replica of some
of the masks.

Mr Radbourne presented Des-
ley and Frances with miniatures
of the masks.

*‘ : B Wit
DESLEY Campbell-Stewart (left) and Frances
Petrie at the Arts Theatre yesterday.

Courier Mail 5 March 1985
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TIBETAN KITCHEN
SPECIAL FUNCTIONS AND ALL OCCASIONS
FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE

PHONE: 3367 0955

October 2023

No 216 Petrie Terrace
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The Artg and Battledress

216 Petrie Terrace

36 2406 Brisbane, 4000

National Trust of Queensland Journal advertisement July 1983
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ORIGINAL owner of the Arls and Bamedress Ernest Nichols, left, and present owner Geoff Saunders

A FOND FAREWELL

ARTS and Battledress is a
period-piece restaurant on
Petrie Tce where genera-
tions of Brisbane people
discovered the pleasures of
eating out.

It closes on Saturday after
having served gquality Euro-
pean-orientated meals in gra-
cious if gently faded sur-
roundings for almost 26 years.

It is one of the last of a tiny
group of restaurants whose
significance has yet to be
properly recognised in the
culinary history of Brisbane:
the Bellevue, Cecil and old
Lennons hotels, the Oriental,
Baxters, Mumma Luigi's, Bur-
leigh Marr, Rowe's, La Grange
and the Shingle Inn.

Only the Shingle Inn and
Arts and Battledress are still
in business and soon only the
almost anachronistic style of
the Shingle Inn, not at all part
of the culinary revolution, will
survive.

The man who helped start
the A&B in 1969, Ernest
Nichols, was back there re-
cently for a nostalgic meal
with present owner/chef Jeff
Saunders.

Ernest, who lives on Bribie
Is, and Eric Lewin began the
reslaurnnl in a former camera

The brlng -your-own drinks
of the proximity

dining out

with David Bray

treasures to be matched with,
innovative good food.

In time, the two pioneers
moved on.

After Eric died, Ernest
bought the Mad Hatter (for-
merly Moulin Rouge) near his
home in Ipswich and, for
some years, built a loyal fol-
lowing among the honest
burghers of that city and the
surrounding countryside.

The Arts and Battledress to-
day looks much the same now
as in the early days, if memory
plays not too many tricks: flo-
wers on tables, chandeliers
and candles, walls hung with
quality antique paper, stern
portraits on the wall of mili-
tary men and Victorian ladies
and fine white napery.

It has had two changes of
ownership. Eric and Ernie
were followed by Hans and
Sandra Oberauer and then
Jeff and Robin Saunders.

The demography has
changed, too, and other res-
taurateurs have followed the
A&B so that Petrie Tce and its
Surre ding areas now house

to the Arts Theatre) and
Battledress (from Eric's col-
lection of military {mmphor-
nalia) was a revolu

concept and geography.

Food buffs raved and dinner
parties became positively bor-
ing as guests swapped anec-
dotes about Eric and Ernie's
magic touch, particularly with
vegetables, which, as some
people soon realised, almost
everyone else cooked for far
too long.

The next-door Arts Theatre
had just opened and the res-
taurant was a genuine culi-
nary pioneer.

Some things have not

changed at all.
A&B was then, as it is now,
BYO and thus, icularly in

those days, a place where se-
rious wine people (then a tiny
minority) could bring their

tion in

some of Brisbane's best eater-
ies but the A&B menu has
changed little.

In 1975, for instance, a food
writer for the Telegraph, Bris-
bane’s now-closed afternoon_
newspaper, raved about Fillet
Fassifern.

The good news for Tony
Grant-Taylor — the writer —
is that the eye fillet steak filled

“We've never gone trendy

of fillet, fold in the sides and B
roll tight.
Cook in frypan until re-

quired cooking time, about 10

minutes.

Arrange on plate, cut diago-
nally and pour 100ml of the
sauce over the fillet.

but we do have some ‘modern’ FASSIFERN SAUCE
dishes and we try to keep an 125g butter
Australian feel,” he said. “We plain flour
have a dish we call prawns ina
straightjacket. It's really a 300ml strong beef stock or
Japanese-style dish with noo- ' dsp beef booster
dle§ and m"‘:}i ien 300ml cream

* bt lassic dish-
es for our long-standing cus- 600mi milk
tomers. I still have Eric and ¥ cup honey
Ernest's pictures on the wall. 200g roasted almonds
People who come here want to (chopped)

see the boys looking down on
them.

“We have plenty of regulars.
Couples are still coming from
before my time.

“There have been umpteen
weddings here — and as many
proposals. On Valentine’s
Day, we get at least five people
dropping to their Imees and,
as for propositions . .

So why, after 8% years, is he
going?

“The owner is redeveloping
the building. We came to an
amicable agreement.”

The redevelopment will in-
clude a restaurant but Jeff

MELT butter in a saucepan.
Using a wooden spoon, pour
in flour, stirring until it has a
sandy texture, becoming a |
roux.

Warm cream, milk and beef 3

stock. Do not boil.

Add this to the roux gradual-
1y to avoid lumps. Cook on
slow heat for 20 minutes.

Add honey and roasted
almonds.

PICKLED CHICKEN

1kg cleaned chicken breast
(cut into strips)

doesn’t expect to be r
it. He reckoned, however, that
he would like to give his regu-
lars a couple of favourite A&B
recipes.
Here they are:

BEEF FASSIFERN

200g eye fillet
crushed garlic
oregano

with mozzarella ch and
bacon, wrapped in a thin
omelette, flavoured with gar-
lic and oregano and served
with a roasted almond sauce
is still on the menu — so is
avocado and ginger chicken,
an entree on the early menus.

The much-loved pan-
cooked recipes of Eric and
Ernie have been handed down
with the restaurant but Jeff
Saunders has made a few
changes.

eggs (cooked to
crepe thickness

bacon
50g mozzarella

PLACE meat on bench, place
clingwrap on top of meat and,
using a meat mallet, bash out
to plate size, being careful not
to tear fillet.

Place crushed garlic, orega-
no, % omelette, % bacon
rasher and 50g cheese on Lop

3 large onions (diced fine)
150g fresh ginger (grated)

3 cloves garlic

1 cup honey
2 cups chicken stock
Tabasco sauce
‘%4 cup vinegar
sherry x

SWEAT onion, garlic and -
ginger and cook in olive oil unm
onion is transparent.

Add sliced chicken breast
and cook without colouring.  °

Add remaining ingredients «
with the honey being the last
(honey can be added to
sweeten as to taste).

Best after 16 hours refrigera-
tion.

Simply serve with half an
avocado and a salad of assort-
ed lettuce leaves.

Petrie Terrace Photo Study —
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Tales of a Seventies Dishy - Foodbebe website (Nov 2014)

The Arts and Battledress was iconic in more ways than one apparently. The name may have
come from the original London discreet and exclusive ‘mens’ club set up in the 40’s to allow
gay men to avoid the bashings being handed out.

In the late 60’s/early 70’s, Eric and Ernest were one of Brisbane’s earlier well known gay
couples to set up a restaurant; this being The Arts and Battledress, which became renowned
for its quality and consistency. Next door to the Brisbane Arts Theatre on Petrie Terrace, it
seemed aptly named. It was very popular and booked out months in advance, and the menu
never changed. Apart from the odd special, patrons could turn up year in year out and
reliably find the same old favourites on the bill.

The decor consisted of wall stands, chiffonier hat stands and umbrella racks in antique
timbers and decked out with all modes of battle dress and hats, helmets, caps and the like.
Impeccably set tables with white linen and immaculate glassware were tended by the entire
wait staff when service was ready. And every course of every meal was delivered with silver
service and fanfare. Farewells were a specialty. The team would line up, in battledress and
hats, to serenade the departing parties with little plastic bassoons.

Ernest, the chef, worked putting together the mains. It was all classic French style cooking
with as modern a twist as was allowed in the 70’s.

ROMEQO’S

ITALIAN

RESTAURANT
216 PETRIE TERRACE
BRISBANE 4000

BEST
FOOD

One of the subsequent restaurants (City News c2003)
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KELSO HOUSE 1886-87 — 222 Petrie Terrace

Though covered by metal cladding and gutted for dramatic purposes, the two-storied form of
Kelso House, with its triple chimney-stack, suggests an early dwelling of some standing. It
once resembled ‘Culmore’ at 34 Cricket Street — a ‘first-class residence of 7 rooms, kitchen,
servant’s and bath rooms, pantry, handsome hall and balconies’ — though verandah
balusters might have been of timber and not iron.

For such a prominent residence, set high upon the Terrace to catch the north-easterly breezes
and superb views in all directions, we might expect inhabitants of upper social standing. The
street directories from 1897 to 1902 name Thomas Howling, an auctioneer, followed by a
string of tenants, most of whom were married women. However, the family which held the
title from 1885 to 1929, and occupied Kelso House between 1890 and 1896 was the
Haskings. The owner until her death in 1908 was Mary Haskings, wife of Walter, who
possessed a shingle-roofed verandahed house this side of Florence House from 1881 until his
death in 1896. It was there that the Haskings family lived before and after their sojourn at
Kelso House.

Until the 1890s Walter Haskings was listed as a labourer and then a drayman. At Kelso
House, however, he appeared as a contractor, while his son William was termed a carpenter
and then a contractor. Thus they probably built the house themselves, naming it after the
Scottish town on the north side of the Tweed. But like so many of the ample residences along
the Terrace, it operated much of its lifetime as a boarding-house.

Though the first householder, Mrs Ellen Orr, was described as a music teacher in 1887-88,
she was also catering for aspiring young gentlemen. Judging by the Police Court evidence in
January 1888, these inmates were fair game for local ‘larrikins’ who were held responsible
for burglaries at Spring Hill and Petrie Terrace boarding-houses, including Kelso House:
‘Theophilus Augustus Doran Maillard, book-keeper to Carew, Gardner and Billington said
that on the 23™ he occupied the right-hand front room on the first floor; there were two
windows and an ordinary door in the room; one window opened on the front veranda;
amongst his property in the room he had a gold watch and chain and Masonic emblem
attached, a single-stone diamond ring; the watch and chain were in his waistcoat pocket on
a chair-back, and the pin was on the dressing-table; the door was closed and the veranda
window open; when he awoke about 6.15 the next morning, he noticed the door open, his
shirt was moved, and his watch chain, Masonic emblem, and ring had gone; he spoke to the
other lodgers about the matter”,

Alan and James Campbell, who slept in the front room upstairs told a similar tale, while Mrs
Orr deposed that she had locked the front door and closed the back that night, but that a
person might climb up the balcony and get upstairs without entering the lower part of the
house. The culprit in this case was Samuel Airey, a ‘youth’ aged 20, who had the goods in his
possession, pleaded guilty, and was sentenced accordingly.

Looking at Kelso House today, one would hardly credit such real life drama, within those
tinned walls, a century ago.

Petrie Terrace Brisbane 1858-1988; ‘Its ups and downs’
by Steve Woolcock & Rod Fisher
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O’KEEFE’S BUILDINGS 1881 — 230-38 Petrie Terrace

Terrace houses might be two a penny in southern cities, but in Brisbane they are a scarce
commodity. Some authorities argue that an Act of Parliament in 1885 inhibited the building
of attached housing. However, people preferred their own detached houses, which were
cheaper here because of the plentiful supply of timber and the evolution of a style more
suited to environment. Nevertheless there used to be much more attached housing, often in
timber, most of which has vanished. On Wellington Street and Petrie Terrace stand four
splendid examples of attached housing. All are masonry-built, but quite different.

The most imposing row of three houses on Petrie Terrace [242 — 246] was built in 1887-88 for
Mrs Sarah Guilfoyle, widow, on three blocks. Now known as Petrie Mansions Restaurant,
they were first called Illawarra Buildings. In 1884/5 four houses were squeezed onto two 10
perch blocks in Wellington Street owned by John Arthur Manis O’Keefe. The adjacent pair
came into the hands of his wife in 1911, but were built for widow Mary Mooney, in 1894/5.

Earlier and most decorative is the Terrace House Restaurant next to Petrie Mansions. The
dominant rows of chimney-stacks above the hipped roof underline the importance of
fireplaces, even in semi-tropical Brisbane. The verandah arches, cast iron panels and front
fences ornament an otherwise plain form. Internally and at the back the building has been
adapted for dining purposes — plaster being stripped away, walls breached and verandahs
enclosed. This was the price to pay for rescuing what had become disfigured, dilapidated and
derelict doss houses from the bulldozer.

The two blocks of land were bought by Ellen O’Keefe, wife of James, a miner of Gympie in
1877. He became better known as a major builder, his most acclaimed work being Her
Majesty’s Opera House in 1888 (demolished 1985). The architect working there with O’Keefe,
as on St Patrick’s Church, Palma Rosa and lllawarra Buildings, was Andrea Stombuco, who
possibly designed O’Keefe’s Buildings, as they became known. O’Keefe was no doubt
responsible for these terrace houses as well as the four around the corner, and possibly the
other two, but his insolvency intervened in 1890.

Though better quality housing on the ridge attracted middle class tenants, there was quite a
mixture occupationally. From 1888 until 1917 the O’Keefes and then his widow lived on the
end. Other household heads included a signwriter, janitor, railway guard, labourer,
bootmaker and clothier, as well as several females. One was Mrs Helen Orr, a music teacher
there from 1889 to 1892, having moved from Kelso House three doors down. Her next door
neighbours were the Atwells who arrived from Toowoomba in 1888. William was then an
inspector and later Chief Inspector of railways after moving to Wooloowin in 1892. It must
have been difficult fitting into a medium-sized terrace house, since they had nine offspring
living and their thirteenth child died there in 1889. However, the best-known inhabitant was
Thomas J Byrnes, the later Premier, whose untimely death in 1898 shattered the colony.
Byrnes lived there as a young law student and barrister from 1883 to 1886, and was one of
the first occupants of lllawarra Buildings in 1888.

Petrie Terrace Brisbane 1858-1988; ‘Its ups and downs’
by Steve Woolcock & Rod Fisher
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John FH Burne photographs, John Oxley Library, State Library of Queensland

(From ‘The Petrie Terrace Pictures Collection — 1966 by John Burne’ SLQ)
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The Terrace House Restaurant is situated in one of Brisbane’s most historic buildings. The
Terrace Houses were constructed 100 years ago, and today are one of the very few terrace
houses still remaining in Brisbane.

You can enjoy this elegant dining experience at the Terrace House Restaurant.

Fine cuisine and impeccable service are in keeping with the dignity of the surrounds.
Open for luncheon Mon-Fri from 12 noon
Open for dinner Mon-Sat from 6p.m.

230-238 PETRIE TCE., BRISBANE. 4000
PHONE 36 1692

National Trust of Qld Journal No 4, 1980
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The Terrace House Restaurant is a superb
venue for all types of functions to one hundred
guests. The historic terrace houses (circa 1880),
offer intimate atmosphere for your private
dinner for ten or a formal banquet for one
hundred.

The Terrace Garden, a lush tropical
courtyard, superbly compliments the restored
terrace houses. The Terrace House supplies all
flowers, waiter service, place cards, and
background music at no extra cost.

A complete range of all types of beverages is
available, including a range of over one
hundred wines. Beverages may be charged on a
consumption basis, or may be aranged on our
inclusive offer.

The Terrace House will offer your guests a
choice of up to three dishes with each course,
dependent on the numbers. Your guests will be
dining a la carte at the Terrace House.

We have the experience at the Terrace House
Restaurant to make your important function
an outstanding success.

<

THE TERRACE HOUSE 1880
RESTAURANT

A descendant of the Kings of Spain, Arthur John
O’Keefe was born in Ireland in 1837 and came to
Queensland in 1864.

Besides owning several thousands of acres in
Gympie, he was a prominent Brishane Building
Contractor. In 1875 he was awarded the contract to
erect the first Gregory Terrace building, the present
Brothers residence of St. Josephs College, for 4000
pound. In 1879 he erected the present hall, then
only a one storey building of three classrooms. In
1887 he erected the boarding school addition and
was probably responsible for the rooms above the
hall.

Till 1877 the O’Keefe’s lived in John Street, Spring
Hill. Mr. O’Keefe then built a block of three
Terrace houses on the corner of Petrie Terrace and
Wellington Street, one of which he lived in until his
death in 1908.

1t is this block of terrace houses which Mr David
Tyler, well known Restoration Consultant, has ful-
ly restored to their original splendor of cast iron
lace balustrades and curved arches. Other features
are the two narrow brick chimneys and the hand
made sandstock bricks, many of these bricks bear
the initials AJOK, and such marks as dog paws and
the makers thumb prints.

Mr O’Keffe also built Her Majesty’s Opera House,
with its beautiful facade depicting the leaves of the
Shamrock and the Harp of Erin, a memory to his
place of birth. O’Keefe Street, Buranda, was named
after him.

Other well known buildings which Mr O’Keefe built
in Brisbane are St. Andrews Church of England,
Vulture Street, St. Patricks Church, Fortitude
Valley, and Holy Cross Church, Wooloowin.

Your hosts sincerely hope you will enjoy your meal
here with us at The Terrace House.

Telephone: 369 6374 RRACE HOUSE RESTAURANT
230 PETRIE TERRACE, BRISBANE
TELEPHONE : 369 6374
€

' f\) Entrees

PATE OR TERRINE MAISON ~ 6.00
(We make all of our pates and terrines) ”
AVOCADO VINAIGRETTE 5.50
(In season)
MORETON BAY BUGS WITH
= MELON BALLS 7.00
SEAFOOD COCKTAIL 7.00

A VOCADd PEAR WITH KING PRAWNS 7.00

7‘ - gm:%a?lk

4.50
(Made daily by our chef)
DEEP FRIED CAMEMBERT WITH 5 40
CRANBERRY SAUCE
5.50
o CHICKEN & VEAL CREPE
T
GARLIC CALAMARI 6.50
CREPE de MER i)

Crepe with Prawns, Moreton Bay bugs and Barramundi

ANGELS ON HORSEBACK 7.50

Main Courses

FILLET OF BEEF FORESTIERE '0+50
(Medaliions of fillet with bacon, mushrooms & red wine)

BLACK EYED BEEF 12.00
(Eye Fillet with prunes & garlic wrapped in puff pastry)

BEEF AND BUGS 12.50

BEEF WELLINGTON 12.50

BAKED FILLET OF BEEF WITH
BEARNAISE SAUCE 11.50
ROULADE OF PORK 12550
(Pork fillet with spinach, smoked salmon and lobster)

10.50

b ROAST RACK OF LAMB

MEDALLIONS OF LAMB WITH 11.50
BRAIN FARCE :

SCALLOPINI OF VEAL PICCANTI 10.50

DUCKLING WITH PLUM SAUCE 11.50

BREAST OF TURKEY WITH PEACHES) 59

AND CHERRIES

CHICKEN MARYLAND ~ 10.50

GRILLED REEF FISH MEUNIERE '0+50

Y BARRAMUNDI MACADAMIA  11:50

All main courses are served with four fresh vegetables
MINIMUM FOOD PRICE $24.00 PER HEAD

Petrie Terrace Photo Study — Petrie Terrace vAugust 2025
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Desserts ¢

MT. MACADAMIA 3.50
FRESH FRUIT SALAD & ICE CREAM 3.50

MANGO CREPE WITH RUM & RAISIN
ICE CREAM 5.00

CHOCOLATE ECLAIRS & ICE CREAM3.50
1\ CHOCOLATE MOUSSE WITH RUM 3,50

CREME CARAMEL 3.50
ORANGE CREAM CREPES WITH
RASPBERRY SAUCE 5.50

STRAWBERRIES IN COINTREAU WITH
MACADAMIA NUT ICE CREAM  5.00

CHOUX PASTRY SWANS ON A 5.00
STRAWBERRY POND H
PROFITEROLES AU CHOCOLATE 4.00
—
o7 Sipp.
Cheese s 50
A of A and Imported Cheeses served
with crackers and fresh fruit
Ve
Percolated with Pepp & Chocolates 1,00
Percolated with Paddi) Chocole 1.50

O
& Caxtras

Cold Canapes ~ 2-50
,\\0 Assorted Hot Savouries3+ 50

LAY <
O Garlic Bread 1.0
”‘i‘ﬁ\\"«' Herb Bread 1.0
© & Fresh Fruit Sorbet 1.0
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' 4 home renovator

Thrilled: new owners Adam and Katherine Gray

Above: the staircase’s timber handrails break
from tradition; the living area with kitchenette,
centre, opens on to a deck where Adam and
Katherine spend most of their time

home Saturday, September 20, 2003

New era: the former restaurant has been restored back into three separate terrace houses

Iron-clad icon

Brisbane History Group

Pictures: Mark Cranitch

A revamp of the historic Petrie Mansions signals the start of a
new era for the landmark terrace houses, writes Cindy Lord

ERE'S an idea. Buy one of
Brisbane’s most iconic buildings — |

home to one of the city's most
famous restaurants - and tum it into
your home. The building is Petrie
Mansions, and the bold idea was hatched
by real estate analyst Adam Gray and his
wife, Katherine.

Two years ago, the couple jumped at an
opportunity to own the iron-laced terrace
houses, one of only four such rowhouses
built on the hill at Petrie Terrace.

“We walked in and just loved it. We
bought it within a few days — it had
so much character,” says Adam of their
rare find.

Like many other longtime Brisbane
residents, the couple had fond memories
of dining among the pink chairs and fancy
leadlight windows in the popular function
venue of the same name.

“The restaurant was very opulent, but it
had seen better days.” says Katherine,
who remembers going there in its heyday
for a gidfriend's 21st

“When we looked at it, the velvet
wallpaper was peeling off and the place
was looking womn.

“The day we got possession they had
just finished serving lunch and the owners

Petrie Terrace Photo Study — Petrie Terrace vAugust 2025

had walked out leaving everything as
it was. There were still cigarettes
buming in ashtrays and food in the
restaurant fridge.”

It was the end of an era and the start of
the Gray's renovation dream.

Looking around the elegantly refurbished
terrace with its ceiling-high leadlight
windows and cedar fireplace, it is hard to
believe that, before being restored in the
early '80s, the building was under a
demolition order.

Proof lies in a framed 1979 photo
showing the derelict building with its
facade boarded up with fibro.

According to Adam, who set about
researching his building’s history at the
John Oxley Library, the picture was just as
sad inside, with the original cedar
staircases and doors stolen and virtually
every window smashed.

The Victorian-era building's saviour was
heritage enthusiast Ann Garms who saw
its potential as a restaurant and offices.

She knocked out the internal walls to
make one open space, replaced the
leadlight windows, veranda lacework and
facade’s white lattice valances.

But the Grays, in a joint project with
Adam's parents, tackled the task of

turning the space back into three
individual residences by reinstating the
separating walls, laying the jarrah
floorboards and modemising the layout

Their architect was Kevin Hayes, who
had his own sentimental attachment to
Petrie Mansions.

In 1969, when the terraces had fallen
into disrepair, he and other University of
Queensland architecture students had
rented one as a “party house”

“A gang of bikies lived in another of
the terraces and at one of their parties |
saw them chopping down the cedar door
and throwing them into the fireplace,”
Kevin says.

He was delighted to be part of a
project retuming the building to its
original glory while transforming it into
something more contemporary as
requested by the Grays.

“We loved the front and wanted to
keep the style, but took a few liberties
with the rear.” says Adam, indicating the
deck addition with its steel balustrading
and curved roof

Kevin's approach to heritage work
leaves the old intact to avoid the
confusion between old and new.

The upstairs level with its comfortable



living room (originally the Victorian
parlour) and kitchenette opening on to
the deck is where the couple spend most
of their time.

“Sometimes we don't bother going
downstairs, but throw a rug on the
floor and have an indoor picnic,” Katherine
says.

The terraces’ original kitchen, once
separated from the rest of the house by
a veranda, is now their bedroom

When it came to the interior, the couple
felt fussy Victorian decoration, for all its
omate beauty, was too unrestrained for
their modem taste.

They asked interior designer Cathy
Cowell to do the colour scheme, soft
fumishings. kitchen and bathrooms

Her response was to keep the
house as neutral as possible to
complement the dramatic floor. leadlights
and omate comices.

The couple, who plan to eventually
move into a new terrace they are
building on to the end of the row. is

still chuffed to be living at such a
renowned address
“I didn't think I'd be this affected, but
it's pretty special,” Katherine says.
Adam adds: “Every taxi driver knows
where Petrie Mansions is — you don't
need to give the address.”

l4 essentials

Budget: $330 000
Architect: Kevin Hayes
(07) 3254 1707
Interior designer: Cathy Cowell Design
(07) 3511 7600
Builder: Andy Ripps Carpentry
0417 079959

4 features

# Jarrah flooring: Finlaysons (07) 3393 0588

% Granite benches and white two-pack
kitchen cupboards: ask your joiner

¥ Leadlight windows: The Leadlight
Workshop (07) 3861 1500
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Left: the living room features jarrah floors and
original ceiling roses; ceiling-height leadlight
windows hark back to glory days, top; the
bedroom, originally a separate kitchen, was
designed with its own roof, above; interior
designer Cathy Cowell opted for granite benches
and white two-pack joinery in the kitchen, below

Saturday, September 20, 2003 home
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lllawarra and O'Keeffe's buildings —
Heritage and music digital trail website, Qld Govt

During the late 1950s to mid-1960s, leading local artists including Jon Molvig, Andrew Sibley, John
and Jenny Aland and Merv Moriarty took advantage of the cheap accommodation, living, painting
and holding classes in the O’Keeffe buildings. One class former student recalled: ‘a few shillings and a
bottle of wine would get you training in being a dissolute artist’.

By 1969, the future of the unsightly lllawarra buildings (also known as the Petrie Mansions) looked
precarious. The last edition of the newspaper by radical group the FOCO Club mourned the pending
loss ‘of the old tenements on Petrie terrace...a chapter in Brisbane underground history...soon to be
erased from view'.

By the mid-1970s both terraces were empty, ‘disfigured, dilapidated and derelict doss houses’. While
the Saints were in residency at Club 76, Ed Kuepper painted ‘I’'m Stranded’ over a crumbling fireplace
in lllawarra.

(EMI Australia Limited)

Film director Russell Mulcahy used the vacant building to shoot a film clip of the band performing
(I’'m) Stranded. The image of The Saints in front of the fireplace adorns the cover of their 1977 debut
album, which remains one of Australia’s most iconic rock images. The room featuring the fireplace
soon becomes a favourite spot for local musicians and fans to visit have their photo taken. By the end
of the 1977 the buildings were converted into the Petrie Mansions and Terrace restaurants.
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FLORENCE HOUSE circa 1877-78 - 256 Petrie Terrace

Near the Normanby Fiveways stands a unique pair of detached townhouses. Though almost
identical, they were constructed over a century apart.

The earlier dwelling, sited on the left of a double allotment, was unusual in being a two-
storied brick building, with front verandahs and steps balustrade by decorative cast iron, and
a solid masonry fence. At this stage Brisbane was emerging from the financial slough, but
most Petrie Terrace houses were single-storied timber structures, with little claim to
elegance. In a panorama of Brisbane in 1881, Florence House stands out starkly along the
Terrace. It was even more extraordinary for having no windows on either side originally, but
plain brick walls surmounted by chimney-stacks as if some attached building was intended.

The owner of both blocks of land was Henry Holmes, a builder of Princess Street nearby, who
raised several mortgages for £300 to £7000 between 1874 and 1884. Holmes became a
major contractor, being responsible for the first stage of Brisbane Girls Grammar in 1883
(£6000), as well as the boarding house for Boys Grammar (£7000) and Byrne Terrace on
Wickham Terrace (£8000) in 1886.

Since Holmes built Florence House without occupying it himself, this was evidently a money-
spinner. He also had an eye to the better sort of tenant, considering the elevated position,
north-easterly aspect and architectural style, as well as the ample proportions of the building
— a fashionable double living room featuring an ornamental plastered arch, and two other
rooms downstairs, four rooms upstairs, and a two-storied rear extension with more
verandahs.

Consequently the earliest listed tenant in 1878/79 was A Godfrey, a solicitor, followed in
1883-86 by John Deazeley, the Queen Street photographer, who took the two-part panorama
of Petrie Terrace from Red Hill in about 1874. The next occupant for over a decade was
Adolphus Marcus Hertzberg, the active merchant, landowner and ex-mayor of Roma. He
bought Florence House in 1886, moved in with his new bride from Sydney, and founded the
wholesale firm of AM Hertzberg & Co in Charlotte Street downtown. When Hertzberg moved
out to Bowen Terrace, Florence House became a rental property again. After that the
householders’ names listed in directories were commonly prefixed by ‘Mrs’ followed by the
term ‘boarding-house’.

In 1983 another builder purchased the property and proceeded to remove miscellaneous
partitions and extensions. He reconstructed the front verandah from an early photograph,
reinstated upper French doors, and generally renewed Florence House. He repaired the
honeycombed ‘hit and miss’ infill of bricks below the front verandah, but did not restore the
chimneys. This builder then implemented what Henry Holmes might have merely speculated
about — a clone house next door.

Petrie Terrace Brisbane 1858-1988; ‘Its ups and downs’
by Steve Woolcock & Rod Fisher
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£10,200 FOR
OLD HOME

Florence Villa, Petrie
Terrace, a two-storied
brick building built more
than 70 vears ©qo, has
been sold to Mr. W. Lade-
\vm 'or £10,200

A. Fitzpatrick
(Fxlzpatrick and Co.), who
made the sale, said that the
building has 22 rooms, a
slate roof, and 10-inch brick
walls. It was built as a re-
sidence for the Eitsherg
family, well known mer-
chants at that time.

Mrs. I. Goodman, the ven-
dor, who conducted serviced
rooms in the building, is re-
tiring from business.

Courier Mail 4 Sept 1951
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)

Brisbane History Group

May 1956 (sState Library of Queensland)
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Turning clock back 109 years is an

$80,000

MANY people might regard the expen-
sive restoration of a decrepit rooming
house on a busy street as a gamble.

But builder and restoration specialist, Mr
David Tyler, does not see the $80,000 resto-
ration of 109-year-old Florence House on
Petrie Terrace as a gamble at all.

“It might look like a gamble until I get the

facade back on and peorle realise what the
original building looked like,” he said.

“I don’t know of another detached terrace
house style building like this in Brisbane,” he

DAVID TYLER with one of the new cast
iron lace railings.

gamble

By ANDREW McKENZIE

said gmerday. three weeks into his six-
month restoration job.

He admitted there would not be many
buyers who could afford $200,000 plus for
the finished building, but he was quite sure
these buyers knew what they wanted.

“There are so few of these buildings |

around,” he said.

Mr Tyler is best known for his restoration
of the terrace houses just up the road from
his present pro {ecl He also recently recreat-
ed a century-old home at Hamilton.

“It's more fun and more rewarding to re-
store an old derelict building,” he said. “It'll
come up like the day it was built — it m]ly
will. It’s a lot of work but it's worth it.

“It's a similar style of thing to the terrace
ses. We have to bring it back to the brick
shell and start from scratch.”

Until recently the building was a boardmg
house with 17 registered rooms. When the
restoration is complete the temporary parti-
tions will have been removed and Florence
House will be left with 11 main rooms.

“The locals tell me it was the exclusive red
light house in this area during the war. I
B;ink. ‘;lul's why there are so many rooms,

said.

Mr Tyler said the front facade of the
building with its curved iron roof and orna-
mental ballustrading should be complete

/ within three months. He said the solid brick

construction and double glazing on the win-
dows would all but eliminate traffic noises
from Petrie Terrace.

He estimated he would spend at least

*$80,000 on the restoration. One person was

already interested in buying the completed
building.

FLORENCE HOUSE in Petrie Terrlce + + « builder David Tyler plans to restore the

old building to its former beauty.

Brisbane History Group
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INTERNATIONAL

The Courier Mail 12 October 1983
(National Library of Australia Trove digitised newspapers)

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY

y White

What A
Sacrifice!!

% Regal elegance steeped in
Victorian history

* Classic Circa 1879
Terrace House

-

7 air-conditioned Office
Suites and Boardroom

* Also Grand Live-in
Owner/Occupier

* Great Kitchen and Magic
Bathroom

* Rear Access with Multi
On-site Parking

% Floor area approximately
370 square metres

* VENDOR WILL
SACRIFICE

* URGENT BUSINESS
REQUIREMENTS!

256 Petrie Tce, Brisbane Central

Open for inspection 11 am to
S pm Saturday & Sunday 18th &
19th August 1990 or by

intment
For sale now or for Auction on
Gm i-md.y 1st September,

PMI \\\Ile al h 393 5452,
Jim Ryan a.h. 399 7915
Ray “hll( Holland Plr\

Petrie Terrace vAugust 2025
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2 The Courier-Mail July 28-29. 2007
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. feature home

THE STATELY LOUNGE AREA, WITH CUSTOM-BUILT MIRRORS, CORNICES AND TWIN CHANDELIERS

Brisbane History Group

couiemail.cbm.au/propery %W aMail
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Elegant from top to toe

“The fusion of old world and contemporary architecture can be seen in the back kitchen, where
granite, tiles and European appliances mix with period light fixtures and timber window frames"

Long admired by passers-by for its
exterior Victorian-style architecture,
Florence House's interior is all class,
from top to toe.

Replicas of the original terrace
residence, believed to have been built
about 1875, can be seen along the
length of Petrie Terrace.

Inside, the home has distinct
architectural features from its historic
era, including timber window frames
and skirting boards, 12-foot ceilings,
detailed cornices, ornate iron lacework,
archways, french doors and a stained-
glass feature above the rear entrance.

An exterior entrance takes visitors
along a paved pathway, past low-
maintenance gardens, to the

Here, eye-catching Chinese screens
and lush green foliage set the tranquil
tone for the courtyard.

Careful attention has been paid to
preserving heritage-listed Florence
House's authentic period design while
modernising the interior, with the
addition of a modern kitchen and
bathrooms.

On the first level, to the left of the
entry, is the stately lounge area, with
custom-built mirrors, cornices and twin
chandeliers.

Across the hall is the formal dining
room. Both these front rooms have
views over Roma Street Parklands to the
city skyline.

The fusion of old-world and

back courtyard area.

y archif can be seen
in the back kitchen, where granite

Petrie Terrace Photo Study — Petrie Terrace vAugust 2025

flooring, modern tiled bench tops and
European apéliances mix with period
light fixtures and timber window frames.

Astudy anb second bathroom are
also on the lower level.

The original timber staircase bears
witness to the hundreds of feet that have
traipsed up its stairs.

The upper level houses five carpeted
bedrooms, two of which open to the tap
veranda via french doors.

Like the lower level, the rooms have
soaring ceilings and antique fittings,
which add to the feeling of grandeur.

An additional back bathroom houses
an antique bathtub and light fixtures,
with modern pebble mosaic tiling.

Offsetting &\a period tone are the
granite floors and Chinese screens.

|
leds

details

operty:

B

Inspection
By appoin

couriermail.com.aw/property
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. Would you believe
gz 7 months?

anﬁtun’mmehthm .
i had tradesmen coming through the
“::r oabovold”tbeph«m

for about seven months.
iment to the work that has

(David Tyler’s portfolio / Jonzun Lee Property website)
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Normanby Fiveways 1956
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1969 (Brisbane City Archives)
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¢1901 (John Oxley Library)
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Petrie Terrace looking south
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PETRIE Terrace is casy to
miss. Not the road, but the sub-
urb.

Travel down Hale Street, along
Milton Road, Musgrave Road or
even up Petrie Terrace itself in
Brisbane's undisciplined traffic
and your motoring attention is
more likely to focus on staying
alive than on studying your sur-
roundings.

The architecture of the area
does not impress when sandwiched
between roaring motor vehicles.
Stately terrace houses can be
glimpsed only. when immobilised
at red lights.

But venture off these encircling
roads and wander down the nar-
row hilly streets that criss-cross
the suburb and another experience
awaits.

Only a stone's throw from the
city centre’s concrete and glass
high rises, Petric Terrace is an
original blend of worker's cottages,
colonial architecture and stately
terrace houses.

Settled between 1860 and 1930,
this quiet inner-city pocket is home
to about 1800 people.

And the Brisbane City Council
wants to keep it that way.

Council officers are putting the
final touches to the city's third de-
velopment control plan in three
years.

Modelled on its successful
gredccessor at Spring Hill, the

etric Terrace development con-
trol plan is aimed at protecting the
suburb from the threat of commer-
cial takeover.

The council’s planning commit-

tee chairman, Alderman St
Ledger, says the council is keen to
preserve the historic character of
one of the city's earliest settled
areas.
*“Pressures were on to create alter-
native developments that could
have led to high rise,” he said. “A
lot of developers have cast pretty
greedy eyes on the area.”

With narrow streets, house sites
as small as seven perches and
buildings sometimes less than | m
from the footpath, Petrie Terrace
is seriously at odds with the mod-
ern Town Plan.

Under the council ordinances, it

Qnol possible to rebuild on small

By City hall reporter
ELIZABETH ALLEN

blocks of land except in the case of
natural disasters such as fire and
when the owner is also the occu-
pier. Buildings must also be set
back a certain distance from the
road.

But with the advent of the plan,
these and other regulations will be
relaxed to help ensure the suburb's
continued life as a residential area.

*“All around the fringe of the
city we need these intense popula-
tion areas to help support the
city,” Alderman St Ledger said.

The plan will make most of the
suburb a residential precinct with
a strip for apartment buildings or
townhouses along Musgrave Road
and part of Petrie Terrace. An off-
ice area will also be allowed.

The existing business district,
spreading along Caxton Street to
Petrie Terrace, will be included in
a commercial precinct.

Alderman St Ledger said the
Petri¢ Terrace plan would not be
as complex as Spring Hill's but
would use many of its provisions.

Design guidelines would ensure
new buildings conform to the ar-
chitecture of the period when the
suburb was settled. Building mate-
rials similar to those used then
would also be required.

WORKER'S cottages in Petrie Terrace

Tiny suburb with
a heart of history

**Set backs and boundary
clearances will be designed to al-
low new houses to align with exist-
ingdhoum." Alderman St Ledger
said.

He believes the old suburb'’s
identity would not have survived
without the plan’s protection.

It will outlaw high-rise and fa-
cilitate the type of restoration and
sympathetic building, that is al-
ready taking place in the suburb.

House restoration expert Mr
David Tyler is one person who is
n:ore than pleased by the proposed
plan.

He has spent a large part of the
past eight years restoring terrace
houses in the area and hails the
control plan as “most definitely” a
good idea “provided the architects
abide by it".

“The council is going out of its
way to encourage building that
preserves the character of the
area,” Mr Tyler said.

“But some architects have de-
signed things, expecially in the
Spring Hill area, that would have
the old timers turning over in their
graves if they saw them."”

Mr Tyler believes these archi-
tects are partly cost-cutting and
partly trying to leave their mark on
the buildings they design. *“But
they're not in keeping with the
area,” he said.

CAREFUL restoration work has turned rundown buildings into

gracious terrrace houses

Since coming to Brisbane from
Tasmania, Mr Tyler, 39, has re-
stored what is now the Terrace
House Restaurant from almost
ruins, restored the facade of four
terrace houses in Wellington
Street, converted Florence House
on Petrie Terrace from the ugliest
of rundown buildings into a graci-
ous home and has most recently
built a replica alongside.

“Petrie Terrace would have
been ‘the’ address in the old days,
overlooking the city and the river,
the whole lot," he said.

Today, he says there is a large
and increasing demand for inner-
city prestige living in areas such as
Petrie Terrace.

“The plan is definately neces-
sary,” he said.

He predicts the development
control plan will encourage both
rebuilding on sites where the exist-
ing houses are in bad repair and
restoration of old ones.

He says new houses are easy to
build in the old styles but admits
that costs are 30-50 percent high-
er.

His latest effort, the replica ter-
race house on Petrie Terrace, is in-
distinguishable from original Flor-
ence House next door.

Named Kermandie after a
Tasmanian river, the replica is on
the market and Mr Tyler has
turned his attention to a neighbor-
ing building.

Itis now a bike shop and a wom-
en’s hair dressing salaon. But when
Mr Tyler is fimshed, it will have
had its Juliet style verandahs re-
stored and be in similar gracious
shape to its sister terraces.

The Petrie Terrace development
control plan is in its final stage of
legal drafting and is expected to go
on public exhibition no later than
October.

The plan will be open to objec-
tions for one month before being
sent to the State Government for
approval.

After two public meetings —
one hostile and one amicable —
Alderman St Ledger says most lo-
cal people seem to be pleased with
the proposed plan. .

They should be. Under protec-
tion of bureaucracy, the residential
heart of their tiny suburb will con-
tinue to beat.
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July 1900 Plan of City of Brisbane & Suburbs according to the original land grants
(Surveyor General’s Office —State Library of Queensland)
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1951 Part aerial photograph BCC 000539333
(Queensland Government -Qlmagery)
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