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This study relates to the area bounded by Hale Street, Musgrave Road, Petrie Terrace and Milton 

Road, and primarily the residential area behind the mixed commercial street frontages of Caxton 

Street and Petrie Terrace. City Plan 2014 has much of the area zoned CH1 Character Residential. 

The area was the subject of a field study undertaken by the National Trust in 1977, suggesting they 

were active in designating this town planning/development constraint. The BHG Research Library has 

digitised copies of many of the worksheets for each individual property, and photographic prints of 

some of the buildings and houses from that time. Rod Fisher and his associates subsequently, during 

the 1980s, returned and photographed the buildings again.  

Forty years later we decided it was time for an update, and this set of street albums provides a 

snapshot of how the houses, predominantly small lot timber cottages, have been adapted for current 

day living. The area was predominantly working class in the 1970s, however, as with other older city 

fringe suburbs this has changed over time. It will primarily be of interest to residents interested in 

the history of their home, and we would welcome feedback, particularly if you would like to share 

this information in future updates. 

For the albums we have used scanned copies of photographic prints when available, photocopies 

when not, and digital images for current conditions. A number of the houses photographed in the 

1980s included side and rear views which can be made available on request. There appears to have 

been some renumbering of properties over time – apologies in advance if we have erred. 

Your comments and corrections will be appreciated. 

Kaye Mobsby & Andrew Darbyshire   bhgresearchlibrary@gmail.com 
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Part 1874 Deazeley panorama of Petrie Terrace (street names added) 
(State Library of Queensland) 
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Coming to Brisbane from Ipswich, Frank Cross got a job as a carter with a Mr James Scott 
whose grocery store was where the Caxton Hotel is now in Caxton Street. He afterwards 
drove a baker’s cart for a Mr Dwyer, whose bakery also was in Caxton Street. Miss Singer 
who afterwards became his wife, lived with her father the late Mr John Singer, and the rest 
of her family in Caxton Street. 

Amongst the old residents of those days Mr Cross remembers Mrs McGovern, who lived at 
the corner of Caxton and Hale Streets; James Pitt, who had a store in Caxton Street; William 
Campbell a grocer, who carried on business in Caxton Street opposite where the Caxton 
Hotel is now; the Hopkinses, who lived at another corner of Caxton and Hale Streets and who 
had a few cows and sold milk; Mrs Cannon who lived in Hale Street and who also had a 
dairy; Robert Rankin who also lived in Hale Street and whose son afterwards became a 
member of the well-known confectionery firm of Rankin and Morrow. 

Everybody depended on tanks for their water supply, but there was a water trough in the 
early days at the corner of Caxton and Hale Streets and supplies of water could be obtained 
there for three pence a cask. But of course the cost of cartage had to be paid by those who 
were not able to cart it themselves. Mr Pitt had the water laid on to his place and sold water. 

When Mr Cross worked for Mr Scott he got 15 shillings a week and his keep. Mr Dwyer paid 
him £1 (20 shillings) a week and gave him his keep, so that, as there were no picture shows 
and nothing to spend money on except the necessities of life for a man who did not waste his 
money, Mr Cross managed to save most of his £1 a week, and when he was getting 35 
shillings a week he felt himself rich enough to keep a wife. 

 The Telegraph 5 Oct 1932 (excerpts from full article) 
(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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Survey plan of premises on the north (odd numbered) side of the street and aerial images 

from 1961 and 2025 (Petrie Terrace on the right) 

(Part Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board Survey Plan [Brisbane City Archives], 

aerial images from QImagery and BCC City Plan) 
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Survey plan of premises on the south (even numbered) side of the street and aerial images 

from 1961 and 2025 (Petrie Terrace on the right) 

(Part Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board Survey Plan [Brisbane City Archives], 

aerial images from QImagery and BCC City Plan) 
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c1982 

 

June 2022 

Caxton Street, southern side, looking west 
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c1983 (Judge Street elevation) 

 

 

Nov 2023 

No 2 Caxton Street  



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Caxton Street vJuly 2025 

 

The property on the corner of Caxton, Judge and Weetman Streets was from c1976 a theatre 
restaurant called Dirty Dick’s, owned by Elizabethan Restaurants Pty Ltd who operated Tom 
Jones Tavern nearby at No 52 Petrie Terrace.  

 

(Courtesy Toby Simkin) 

I was on Staff at both Tom Jones Tavern during the day and at night the Manager of Dirty 
Dicks during the late 70's early 80's. We had the best "Wenches" and "Minstrels" and won 
the Golden Plate Award 2 years in a row. The place was packed during that time and took 
bookings 3 months in advance. The show and food were geared to run together and 
presented in front of the audience with “Wassail the Fish”,  “Wassail the Beef” and “Wassail 
the Pud”.  

No Tablecloths, the tables were all scrubbed down each day and the bread served by the 
Wenches in a baker's basket. Everyone absolutely enjoyed themselves and the old fashioned 
entertainment and songs were so entertaining. When I was there we had twelve of the best 
girls who were so much a part of the Show. The audience loved the Wenches. It was a 
wonderful time of my life, I loved the job. 

Christine Bannan (2023) 

From 1988 to 1997 it became Crazies Comedy Restaurant owned by comedian Peter Grose 
who wrote, directed and performed there. Since then many different restaurants, bars and 
entertainment venues have been operating in this location including Love and Rockets, 
Cartel, Halo, Honey B’s Strip Club, The Rockket Room and more recently Ivy Blu.  
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1977 

 

June 2022 

Caxton Street, northern side, looking west 
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c1983 

 

June 2022 

No 15 – 17 Caxton Street 
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ODDFELLOWS HALL 1883-84 – cnr Caxton and Cathie Streets  

In January 1873 eleven local men formed the Loyal United Brothers Lodge, Manchester Unity 
Independent Order of Oddfellows. They first met at the Baptist Hall, but this was too small 
for a growing friendly society of 112 members by 1883. They needed their own building in 
keeping with the role of the lodge, the development of the area and the optimism of the 
1880s. 

Having purchased land at the commercial hub where Caxton Street met Petrie Terrace, they 
asked Richard Gailey, the principal architect, to design their new premises and borrowed 
£1800. The contractor was James Stuart Martin, a Clifton Street resident and a past grand 
master of the lodge. The outcome was basically the brick and plaster hall of today, though 
verandah details, doorways, windows and fireplaces have been tampered with. The name 
and symbols of the lodge still dominate the very decorative entablature. 

Shaded by the convex awning were two shops for rental – 3 bakers, 2 stationers, 3 
hairdressers, 2 picture frame makers, 2 bootmakers, 1 estate agent, 1 draper, 1 saddler, 2 
confectioners and Miss Bergin in the first fifteen years. One shop is now a vestibule for the 
hall, but access was originally through three doors up the side alley, into the hall, and 
upstairs to the lodge room above the shops. It was there that the brothers donned their 
regalia, displayed their dispensation board, performed their ritual, planned their activities, 
disciplined their members, received subscriptions and dispensed unemployment, sickness and 
funeral benefits for many a working-class family. The spacious hall, however, was the venue 
for all manner of social and political gatherings, both lodge and local. 

However, the economy had taken such a downturn in the 1890s and the lodge had so 
overreached itself that in 1909 the hall and shops were let to Isidor Josephson, a successful 
clothing manufacturer. In 1928 the hall was sold, but the factory kept on until moving to 
Roma Street in 1936.  

The hall remained vacant up to wartime, when one shop became a hairdressing salon and 
the Defence Department Stationery took over. After another vacant period, one shop was let 
to a tailor in 1949, and the rest became the Baroona Labor Hall, subsequently administered 
by Party trustees.  

 

Petrie Terrace Brisbane 1858-1988; ‘Its ups and downs’  
by Steve Woolcock & Rod Fisher  
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          The Telegraph 9 February 1884 

 

The Telegraph 8 November 1887 

(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Caxton Street vJuly 2025 

 

 

Josephson’s Clothing Factory c1910 (State Library of Queensland) 

 

The Telegraph 16 November 1933 

(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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The 1970s saw the building used for a diverse range of social uses including the Brisbane 
Amateur Wrestling Club which used the building as a gym and club headquarters. From 
1976, pioneers of free legal aid, the Baroona Legal Service, (later Caxton Street Legal Centre) 
were housed in the upper level. In the late 1970s and early 80s, Baroona Hall became an 
important live music venue, hosting everything from bush dances to punk rock gigs by 
Brisbane bands the Leftovers, the Survivors, Zero and Razar. The Go-Betweens’ first 
performance at the hall, occurred at a Numbers (later Riptides) gig in April 1978. A notorious 
show by the Sharks in November 1979 ended violently, with police arresting 12 audience 
members outside the hall. 

During the 1990s the building was mainly used as a nightclub, under various different 
names. As Lefty’s Old Time Music Hall (since 2014), the building once again became a live 
music venue, continuing its longstanding historic role as an important social space of Petrie 
Terrace.  

Baroona Hall - Heritage and Music Digital Trail, Qld Gov’t 

     

L-R: Tom Nicolson, Bernice Haydock, Tony Ashby, Peter Ransom, Bob Mair, Graham Duffin 
and Ron Hawkins 1979/80 

The Caxton Street Jazz Band was formed in Brisbane by clarinettist Andy Jenner and 
commenced playing in the Baroona Hall on 24 July 1977. An electric sign that spelt out 
‘Caxton St Jazz Club’ with a flashing arrow, pointed to the entry in the lane between the hall 
and the Prince Alfred Hotel. In the early days, the Baroona Hall gig was advertised as ‘New 
Orleans Jazz without Electricity’ and the band was entirely acoustic, using a megaphone for 
vocals and announcements. 

Caxton Street Jazz Band website 
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1975 (State Library of Queensland) 

 

June 2022 

Nos 18 – 36 Caxton Street  
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c1983 

 

June 2022 

Nos 18 & 22 Caxton Street  
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c1982 

 

June 2022 

Nos 19 & 21 Caxton Street 
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In 1890, Charles George Berry became the property owner. He was a bookseller who had 
been previously operating in one of the Oddfellows Hall shops next door. Then in 1893 James 
Edward Pedler became the owner and by the time of the current building’s construction in 
1897, both Berry and Pedler were listed as joint owners. Prior to 1897, shops on this site 
included a caterer and a general grocer. 

 

 
The Telegraph 1 April 1889 

(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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             Queensland Figaro and Punch 6 April 1889                               Truth 4 April 1909 

 (National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 

 

 

 

1896 Advertisement (State Library of Queensland) 
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            The Telegraph 8 March 1901                           The Telegraph 24 December 1903 

 

 

The Telegraph 14 March 1942 

 

 

Brisbane Telegraph 29 May 1950 
(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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1980s 
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c1983 

 

June 2022 

Nos 23 & 25 Caxton Street 
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c1983  

Rags Garden Restaurant 
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1977 

 

June 2022 

No 26 Caxton Street 
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The Telegraph 12 January 1933 

(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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1975 

 

June 2022 

(Part of) No 33 Caxton Street 
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The Telegraph 12 May 1938 

 

 

The Telegraph 24 August 1938 

(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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            The Beaudesert Times 19 September 1947      Brisbane Telegraph 16 August 1951 

 

Brisbane Telegraph 25 September 1954 
(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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c1983 
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c1984 

 

June 2022 

(Part of) No 33 Caxton Street 
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The Catholic Advocate 28 October 1911 
A I Crowe was a grocer at No 31 Caxton Street (1913 electoral roll) 

National Library of Australia digitised newspapers 
 

 

                                   1975 Nos 31-33  (State Library of Queensland) 

 

                                                   1977 No 33 Shop frontage  
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1977 Nos 31-33 (rhs) and  35-37 

 

 

Daily Standard 21 December 1915 
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Daily Standard 8 December 1916 

(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 

1919 Pugh’s Almanac places Bullock Bros one door up from Andrew Dwyer, baker 

 

 

1975 (State Library of Queensland) 
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1977 

My grandfather John Nicholson had a grocery shop where Gambaros Restaurant is today. 
I would often sat on the step in front of the shop when I was 5 years old. I believe there was 
a vacant block between my grandfather’s shop and the bakery, where the baker let his 
German Shepherd dog roam. 
 
Mary Nicholson (2024) 

 
John Nicholson had a grocery store and residence at No 35–37 Caxton Street 

(1928, 1941 electoral rolls) 

 

 

Dayboro Times and Moreton Mail 1 May 1954 
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Papua New Guinea Post-Courier 28 July 1972 

(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 

 

1974 Fosters Scrap Metal sign on wall  

(Paddington Then & Now - Allan Miles Collection) 
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c1984 rear view of Gambaro’s and statues at the front entrance 
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The Gambaro family sold their interest in the hotel in 2022 to the Australian Rugby League 

Commission, it was renamed the Beetson Hotel in 2024. In 1980, at age 35, Arthur Beetson  

captained Queensland in the inaugural State of Origin match which hey won 20-10 
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1977 

 

June 2022 

Caxton Street, northern side, looking east 
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c1983 

 

June 2022 

Nos 34 & 36 Caxton Street 
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Daily Standard 4 October 1932                               The Telegraph 17 August 1938 
(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 

 
William Muldoon’s building was next door to the Caxton Hotel (1932-36 PO directory) 
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c1983 

 

June 2022  

No 38 Caxton Street 
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The original Caxton Hotel was erected in 1864 by William Henry Warman who remained its 
publican until 1870. Warman, a compositor, evidently named the hotel in honour of William 
Caxton, famous for the introduction of printing to England in the fifteenth century. From 
1870 to 1875 the pub was known as the Elephant and Castle but thereafter reverted to its 
earlier name. Publican Simon McLennan, who later ran the Prince of Wales at the corner of 
Charlotte and Edward Streets, moved the Caxton Hotel across the road onto a site made 
vacant following a shop fire. 

Erected in 1884, the new Caxton Hotel was described four years later: “The present building 
is two stories high, and is built of red brick. It is conveniently arranged inside, with parlours, 
sitting rooms etc., and the rooms are clean and airy, and the hotel is in a very healthy 
locality”. 

In the 1980s the Caxton Hotel became the haunt of traditional jazz lovers. On 7 October 1981 
the ‘Courier’ noted that president of the Queensland Jazz Club, Mileham Hayes better known 
as ‘Doctor Jazz’, praised the Caxton Street Jazz Band, which played from 2pm to 5pm each 
Saturday in the pub’s beer garden, for introducing jazz to the young people in the Paddington 
– Red Hill area. 

According to promotional flyers, the Caxton Hotel held its fifth and Brisbane’s zaniest Jazzfest 
in 1989. With internationally renowned groups, soloists and bands performing the best beer-
drinking, toe-tapping music, it appeared the Caxton was on a winner. But the fickle younger 
set, perhaps drawn to the proliferating night club scene, with its sophisticated cocktails, and 
the attractions of techno dance music, gradually lost interest in the Caxton’s Jazz ‘n Jug’ 
Saturday afternoons. 

A Brisbane Historical Pub Tour (1995 BHG publication) 

 

 

The Brisbane Courier 20 June 1864 
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It appears that the land on which the original Caxton Hotel was built in 1864 was a long 

narrow allotment running from Menzies Street through to Caxton Street, a street that was 

only given the name after the Caxton Hotel was built. Interestingly, this 1869 advertisement 

for the sale of the hotel still gave the hotel address as Menzies Street. 

          

                    The Courier Mail 26 May 1869                  The Brisbane Courier 9 November 1912 
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From August 1881 Simon McLennan owned the original hotel and just a few months later a 

fire destroyed several buildings on the opposite side of the street. He later purchased some 

of that vacant land and in 1884 built a new brick hotel which is the current Caxton Hotel. 

 

 

Queensland Times, Ipswich Herald and General Advertiser 22 December 1881 

(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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1874 view showing Caxton Street with the approximate location of 1881 fire circled.  

One of the buildings that can be seen on the opposite side of the street would have been the 
original Caxton Hotel built in 1864. 

 

   

The Brisbane Courier 27 September 1883                        The Telegraph 23 April 1884 

(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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New Caxton Hotel c1880s/90s  
(Caxton Hotel website) 

 

XXXX Collector Series Postcard No 4 (courtesy of Jason Hender Lost Brisbane)  
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The Catholic Advocate 5 July 1923 
(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 

 

 

Quinlan Gray & Co later became Castlemaine Brewery and Quinlan Gray & Co. Brisbane Ltd, 

brewers of the famous Fourex XXXX beer. 
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c1983 – Caxton Hotel Beer Garden 

 

 

 
1989  
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c1983 

 

June 2022 

No 39 Caxton Street 
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The Catholic Advocate 21 June 1913 

 

The Telegraph 25 May 1928 
(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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c1983 

 

June 2022 

Nos 46 - 50 Caxton Street 
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               The Courier-Mail 16 July 1938                                      1975 (State Library of Qld)      

(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 

                                 

 

1975 (State Library of Queensland) 

No 46 Caxton Street 
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c1983 

 

June 2022 

Nos 47A & 47B Caxton Street 
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The Telegraph 7 September 1903 

 

The Telegraph 22 March 1922 
(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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Early 1920s (Lost Brisbane Facebook) 

 
Lake’s Pies went around the streets selling them …… lovely homemade ones. 
 
Mrs Klein interview 1990s 

 
 

My grandfather and great grandfather, Samuel and Walter Neil, had a bakery in Caxton 
Street just after World War Two. Dad said he used to spend his Saturdays helping to make 
pies and pasties because they had contracts to supply them for the races. 
 
Lyndal Parfoot 2024 

 
The 1947 Post Office directory shows S L and W J Neil listed as pastrycooks at No 47 Caxton 
Street, the premises previously used by George Lake. 
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The Courier Mail 2 March 1954 
(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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1975 (State Library of Qld) 

 

 

June 2022 

No 50 Caxton Street 
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Truth 13 October 1929 

 

The Queenslander 29 August 1935 

(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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I remember Mullins garage when I was a kid. Terry Mullins raced a speed car at Brisbane 
Exhibition Speedway. I was only about three or four at that time. I do remember seeing him 
and the car. 

Terry is driving the car on the left front, no roll bars just helmets and short sleeve shirts.  They 
used to get great crowds. As a kid I used to drool over that car when we walked past the 
Mullins garage. 

The speedway photo is from the late forties early fifties and I can remember Mullins garage 
from that period, it was almost next to the Caxton pub. I think there were a couple of shops 
between the garage and the pub There was a motor bike shop opposite in those days. They 
were mainly English bikes BSA and Triumph. 

John Curry 2024 

 

 

 

Ron Strong drove the Mullins Special Speedcar Q30 and my father Bob was in the pit crew. 
Those were the days. 

John Andrews 2024 

 

We knew Greg and Les Mullins very well. They managed our family's trucks and cars. They 
did a lot of big trucks and prime movers. They retired and the pub used the site for parking.  

Colin Connell 2024 
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c1983 

 

June 2022 

No 55 Caxton Street 
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Part 1927 Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board Detail Plan No 113 
(Brisbane City Council Archives) and 1961 aerial photograph (QImagery). Hale Street on the 

left 
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c1983 

 

June 2022 

No 57 Caxton Street 
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1977 

 

June 2022 

No 58 Caxton Street 
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The report notes this as at the corner of Caxton Street and Petrie Terrace, the topography 

and houses in the background suggest this is at the ‘dog-leg’ in Caxton Street 
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Brisbane Telegraph 1 November 1951 

(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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c1983 

 

June 2022 

No 59 Caxton Street 
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c1983 

 

June 2022 

No 65 Caxton Street 



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Caxton Street vJuly 2025 

 

 

 

 

          

               Daily Standard 25 January 1934                       The Telegraph 3 August 1943 

National Library of Australia digitised newspapers 
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The Brisbane Review 1 April 1993 
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1977 

 

June 2022 

Rear No 65 Caxton Street 
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         The Telegraph 5 February  1935             Brisbane Telegraph 17 December 1952 

(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 

My cousin Teddy McCafferty and Brian Mogan were mates. Every time Teddy wanted money 
to go to the Paddington Theatre, and his mother wouldn’t give it to him, he’d take a piece off 
the wrought iron fence and take it up to Mr Mogan, the scrap metal dealer on Caxton Street, 
and get his sixpence. 

Grace Ludgate (1992) 
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c1983 

 

June 2022 

No 66 Caxton Street 
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c1983 

 

June 2022 

No 68 Caxton Street 
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In 1965 the house was purchased by a 39 year old woman named Joyce Brimble. She became 

a local identity of the suburb and was known as Auntie May, who ran a well-patronised 

brothel for many years in the 1970s/80s. She was known for wearing heavy make-up and lots 

of very red lipstick. She became quite eccentric as she got older, and her home became very 

dilapidated.  

                               

       (Headstone in Gympie cemetery)          (Two to the Valley: A Portrait in Black & White                                                  

             by David Hinchliffe 1992) 

 

I was in a taxi once and the old Aussie driver said the line to see $2 May stretched 100m 

down the road 

Jay Ucchino 
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Brisbane Courier May 2010 (Catherine Delahunty) 
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Nos 74 – 96 Caxton Street  
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1889 Subdivision plan of Allotment 289, County of Stanley, Parish of North Brisbane 

 

There were six structures on the land fronting Caxton Street between Chapel and Hale 

Streets. The corner blocks contained two-storied buildings with double fronted shops on 

street level and residences above. Four cottages were built in between.  

From the mid 1880s CF Dieckmann owned all of these properties. By 1910 they were 

acquired by the Morris family, owners of the Boot Factory on the corner diagonally opposite. 

Circa 1950 they were sold to the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane to form part of 

their Parish of St Thomas More. All buildings are known to have been demolished by 1964. 

Titles and Jan Hannon, Petrie Terrace School Past Students Facebook page 
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The Telegraph 12 Jun 1884                                 The Telegraph 21 December 1886 

 

 

The Telegraph 16 July 1888 

 

 

The Telegraph 4 March 1889 

(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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William Dorrigan’s grocery shop was at No 74, cnr Caxton and Chapel Streets with Mrs H 
Davis, draper, in the shop next door. All during the 1880s Mrs Odery, a dressmaker, lived in 
the second house along from the Chapel Street corner. The cottages were all named: Elbe, 
Rheine, Oder and Weichsel.  
 
John Thurlow, picture frame maker, was next to Mrs Odery, then J S Thompson, a private 
tutor. The shops in the two-storied building on the corner of Hale Street (No 94 – 96) were C F  
Dieckmann, fancy goods dealer and W Ives, fruiterer, writer and decorator. 
 
(1887 and 1889 PO directories) 

 
 

 

The Brisbane Courier 20 February 1889 
(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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The Courier-Mail 29 January 1941 
(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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Part 1927 Detailed Plan No 113 Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board 
(Brisbane City Archives) 

 

 

Brisbane Telegraph 20 January 1954 
(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 

The partially obscured building at the top of the newspaper photo (No74 & 76) was occupied 
by Red Seal Potato Flakes on the ground floor and residential on the top floor. 
 
Joan Kelly 2025 
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The original owner of the allotment on the corner of Caxton and Hale Streets from 1866 was 

John Hutton, the public Executioner at the gaol on Petrie Terrace.  

“In the 1850s John Hutton was sent to gaol for five years. He was assigned to light and 

extinguish the lamps in the prison and became known as Old Jack the Lamplighter. He 

became intensely interested in executions and was appointed executioner at his own request 

just before he was due to be released from jail. He was appointed in 1862 and held that 

position at the gaol for 22 years.” 

R J Blanch 1991 (‘The case of the feeble flagellator’) 

 

    

The Telegraph 14 January 1884                             The Telegraph 28 January 1884 

 (National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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One half of the shop on the corner of Caxton and Hale Streets was at one time the barber 

shop of Les Lewis, Wally Lewis’ grandfather. Next door was Miss Emily Treloar’s grocery store 

which she operated from as early as 1926 up until her death in 1942. (Qld PO directories) 

“It was a two-storied divided shop – Les with one half and Miss Treloar with the other half. 

Les didn’t mind a glass of beer. I remember going in there and him putting on the thing 

around my neck. A mate came in and asked him to join him for a glass of beer. He said 

”Would you mind?” and gave me a book to read. He had a couple of beers then came back 

and cut my hair. It was 1 shilling and 6 pence for a haircut.” 

1992 interview with Kevin Gamble* 

Miss Treloar was a lovely woman – tall and statuesque, rather elegant. Her hair was grey, 
she wore glasses and everyone in those days picked up their groceries and paid at the end of 
the week. We knew her well because Aunty Lily could never get her family to run messages 
etc and of course we were always there, so we got to know Miss Treloar. She would buy her 
bread from Bedgoods who were up in Paddington on the corner of Isaac Street, behind the 
Paddo Tavern. She had a hand cart all lined with brown paper and whatever kids were going 
up, they would go with her money and buy so many loaves of bread for her and they’d all get 
a lolly or something when they got back with the cart loaded with beautiful fresh-smelling 
bread. 
 
It was a battle zone that you had to enter to get there, which made it interesting and 
occasionally they got me to go because I was bigger than they were and it was to intimidate 
a family of girls who lived in Campbell Street.... the Possingers.  We would arm ourselves 
with small bricks and by the time you got to the street you knew the Possingers were waiting 
for you. We could have deviated down any street but you didn’t let five girls beat you. We’d 
get the bread! 
 
Everyone knew my cousin Teddy McCafferty, he was 11 or 12 and he grew up to be a jockey. 
He had a push bike and in those days no-one had the money to buy a push bike but if anyone 
had a bike, it would be Teddy. He was riding down Caxton Street towards the intersection of 
Hale Street and he used his foot as a brake to stop himself and got his toes caught in the 
spokes and it ripped his little toe off. We were all playing cricket and when we heard we all 
thought it was very thrilling and went looking for the toe.  
 
He went to Miss Treloar’s shop and she was doing her books. He said “I’ve had an accident, 
you will have to call the ambulance.” She said “Not now Teddy, I’m busy” while she was 
adding up her figures. Teddy said “Things are bad and I’m bleeding.” She said “Go away 
Teddy. I haven’t got time for you now.” He said “Look Miss Treloar” and put his foot up on the 
counter. She took one look at his foot and fainted. Teddy got to the phone and the 
ambulance came and had to attend to Miss Treloar first.  
 
1992 interview with Grace Ludgate (nee McAllister)* 
 
(*Part of the research undertaken by Natalie Haymann for her book ‘Resumed in protest, the 
human cost of roads’. Copies held in BHG Research Library)  
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No 77 Caxton Street 
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Telegraph 5 November 1904 
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Telegraph 5 November 1904 

After James Pitt died, John Singer from No 83 Caxton Street purchased the property  
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Daily Standard 11 June 1931 

 

The Brisbane Courier 16 February 1933 
(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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No 83 Caxton Street 
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                   The Brisbane Courier 25 March 1911              The Week 28 October 1927 

National Library of Australia digitised newspapers 

No 83 Caxton Street was called ‘Bungunya’ when the Singers lived there (death notice) 
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No 89 Caxton Street 
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No 93 Caxton Street 
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             The Telegraph 31 October 1924                              The Telegraph 28 May 1942 

(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 



Brisbane History Group 

 

Petrie Terrace Photo Study – Caxton Street vJuly 2025 

 

 

c1983 

 

June 2022 

No 97 Caxton Street 
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The Brisbane Courier 1 July 1930 
(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 

The Cassidy family lived at No 97 Caxton Street (1932-36 PO directory) 
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No 101 Caxton Street 
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No 105 Caxton Street 
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The Courier-Mail 7 March 1952 
(National Library of Australia digitised newspapers) 
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Caxton Street looking east 
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July 1900 Plan of City of Brisbane & Suburbs according to the original land grants 

(Surveyor General’s Office –State Library of Queensland) 
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1951 Part aerial photograph BCC 000539333 

(Queensland Government -QImagery) 

 


